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Abstract: From A Song of Everlasting Sorrow to Fupin and Harvesting Water Caltrops and Lotus Rroots,
Wang-Anyi has been trying to find the essence of Shanghai spirit in her works. However, her novels may be
flooded by alarge amount of details when too much attention is paid to the everyday life. Tianxiang, follow-
ing Ambitious Heroes Around, represents an important transformation in her writings. Wang-Anyi creates
Tianxiang Garden in the novel, whose structure is different from the garden in A Dream of Red Mansions,
searching the politeness taste in everyday life and elevating mental level. The Shanghai spirit which Wang-
Anyi triesto find is avulgar attitude combined with politeness.
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