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Abstract

“Angel” and “navel”, appear frequently in Milan Kundera’s latest work La Féte de I'Insignifiance
(Celebrating Insignificance in English, 2014). “Angel” concerns Shire’s mother while “navel” trig-
gers Alain’s memory to his mother. However, two kinds of French female images with totally dif-
ferent characteristics are presented by Kundera: kind and submissive vs. independent and brave.
The aim of this paper is to explore French female images by analyzing the metaphorical meanings
of “angel” and “navel” and meanwhile reflect on the changes occurring in female identity and
thought.
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