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Abstract

Background: Neoadjuvant chemotherapy (NAC) is an important treatment for breast cancer, and
achieving pathologic complete response (pCR) after treatment indicates improved long-term sur-
vival. However, the effect of NAC varies from individual to individual, and predicting the effect of
NAC is of great significance in formulating treatment plans. The immune system status of patients
is the key to the result of NAC. Thl-type cytokines and TIL are closely related to anti-tumor im-
mune response, which may affect the effect of NAC. Objective: The purpose of this study was to in-
vestigate the predictive value of TIL and Th1-type cytokines in peripheral blood before neoadjuvant
chemotherapy on the effect of neoadjuvant chemotherapy in breast cancer. Method: Serum samples
from breast cancer patients before chemotherapy were collected to detect the levels of Th1-type cy-
tokines in peripheral blood, and TIL levels in tumor stromal tissue were evaluated. Through statis-
tical analysis, the relationship between Th1-type cytokines, TIL, and the efficacy of NAC was assessed.
Result: Based on the pathological results after surgery, patients were divided into pCR group and
non-pCR group. Before treatment, patients with high levels of Thl-type cytokines in peripheral
blood showed a higher pCR rate after receiving NAC. Among patients who achieved pCR after treat-
ment, the increase in TIL was positively correlated with the elevation of Th1-type cytokines in peri-
pheral blood. Conclusion: Before the neoadjuvant chemotherapy, Th1-type cytokines in peripheral
blood can serve as biomarkers for predicting the efficacy of NAC. The level of Th1-type cytokines can
also be used as surrogate biomarkers for high TIL, together with TIL to better predict the efficacy
of neoadjuvant chemotherapy.
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1. 51§

FUIR I 2 R M B R WY E R 2 — [ 1] BT BT NAC) 2R T AU TR e —, 1E
Je S s B 7L M A YR, R BT AT DA N R AR AR, DR DRSS BH R, TR S TR VIR
FRIIZE[2]. SRT, BT /MEZE RIGAELE, NAC FIRCHME LTG0 1 V697 SOR AL A AR 2
BB LIT 3513 pCR 1B B R KEGAR, A7 HH(OS) B K [3]. T 4 b Tl wie £ £ 2 oy 7 5 S I F) R
JIH AR RS By R 2= A AW IS R4 SR 7 . R, BRI I i 4 £ B A= b S D LE I PR FR
b, FAEATRNERCN, 5 T POER b 45

ST VI U AR B, IR VR VA L 20 B (T ) 14 -5 7L e B B8 o ) J0fs RSB A ¥R 97 US4 5%, TILs
B0 10%EP AT 2EK TNBC F1 HER2 BH P 7L s 3 i ok e A2 7% BA(TNBC: & L[HR] 0.93 [95% CI
0.87~0.98], p = 0.011; HER2 [H1%: 0.94 [0.89~0.99], p=0.017) [4]. 401 EE 1% CD8+ T ZHf 1 Thl % CD4+
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T 20 A BRI 5 BT TJE A1 9%, 1 CD4+ Treg Al CD4+ Th2 5K R SE FAHSE[5]. CD4+ T 4]
DU [ CD8+ T A s At Bk R PR /ER, BRI R T 2O ]I T, i 1 &Y
S0 R B B R SRR 6]

Thl R4HMEH 72— KA R v R B EERARE T, EITRRSEIEIR RZ R, Bt
LM A L ) S B [ 7] X EEAB Rl AE TR -y (IFN-y). EAMIA -2 (IL-2)F1 E 4N 2-12
(IL-12)%%, J8d LA b 55 70 Wb el B 40 Wb i 7 NS oA B A8, W0 A 17 S SR e 4 i, (2 2k 2
0 G 355 B R IRE 8 (8] AN I S bn G o] LUR BRI TME 4y, 3 il DARR H 76 28 o] v 1 R 1
RALIEIRAE B B o DR, SBSE TFAR VR YT T IR A A7 76 R 40 M DR 1 T e S Bl > 1 ) S RGUIRAS 4
PETEE (1) AR AR B R FRINE 7 5 S I R 5

AHFFEERT T Th1 B2 A PR 755 e 12 i bk E 20 BT )X 3 4 B Ak T (NAC) RICR I Tl A 8 . 3
o I 7L Mg B AT R Th B0 B IR 17K~ S 7 R BRAR AR 1Y) TIL ZKF, PSS NAC TR & .
GEREOR, mi/KF Thl B4R 71 S fE 4% NAC J5 R I8 5 S s BESE i 22, H. TIL 3905 Thi
RGP 5 (0 T 2 AEAR G PRk, Thl B4R A 15 TIL "I FN NAC RORIITERR, ik ABriiBh
I RIS B R e AL BB, A Bh T e AN IR T T R

2. MRFTE
2.1. BEMyAE

BTN T 42 L8 e WO IR M B, AT Rz D Re R i B8 7 AR a0 BB
167 (HER-2 FH PR A [F IS B S ¥ RV 9T B A 85 35T 2023 45 3 H 1 H & 2023 4 8 H 31 HIA{E
KR B B AR 1297 O B . K A0 A IS AR 10 LR PR 4 2R A R T bR s R A
B, 0P 3T IR - HAH & E)Jett, TRAFETT S RS E E R B AR i 73 JH(TNM 433
RGN IRE . B IR S A BARS 2 FRG I8 A0 MR 2 B IR R RS R IR, R
FHEAEATIRST BORETE MR AS, 2 E B R EE R R, Pl R4 R M IL-2, IL-12 &
IFN-y 7KF.

K Miller-Payne Ar#EXT NZH S N HEAT 3 B 5297 ROPPAN (pCR E XN FLIR AN 55 bk T 4530 1 A R i
TR L) . BARBIALST 5 3RS pCR I EFE AT T e SO “Ri &7, Ri&F| pCR I & R “ Tk
RiEHE” .

2.2. FREREW B 4BA0

5 42 T TILs /KF#EAT T 3R . PR E PR TILs TYEHPRUE[9], £ H & E et ma 3 A
AT N2 BB AT TIL RSV P22 52 o AN T MR 34 S S A B 7K T G T 45 3 1 L iR o5 B
SRR MR AR TIL B97KF, 58 SO B R 8 20 (bR B2 208 0 R0 5 400 ) o5 90 70 b 988 1) Jof X 3 1 7
.

23. Giit i

B BFE IR e BB YIE . RAMENERAE . 1 HBH SN AN S N2 2 18] F) e
BN TIL, FAVEM T Student t 4G5, FAKH R T IEAVERIG 5 A0S 204 A Spearman A< T
BB UKV 5 TIL Z HIARSCNE, ] Person AHIRHE TS G e/ BK Z I8 (AR G . b4, AT
M 2 A AR ZR(ROC) B Z AT 5 ROC HIZR T THI AR (AUC) P L X 4 A AR 44 (1
oL i) 2 KT B 2 8 0.05. K] SPSS 26 B AF3EAT HudE 70-#r
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3. &8
3.1. BEISE

FATHIBAFN 42 42 5 RS W LI A R AL, I T2 TR B T . i 19 24007 Rk
By B 5E G (A SN, 23 AT Ja ARGK Bp BE 58 R (T S N2 o 12 WIS T el O 53.1 %,
RN 1.54 m?, RMNH 5TERMNFE LI RESR, S&M—BRHEST% 1.

Table 1. General characteristics of the patients

F 1. BEN—ARHE

2 ERBAF pCR & Non-pCR 4

L (n=42) (n=19) (n=23) pfi
R, FIE 53.1 53.9 52.5 0.599

/s oK) (38;8) (38; 66) (41; 68) '
FRERm?), FHHE 1.54 1.56 1.52 0974

s K (1.35; 1.78) (1.38;1.78) (1.35; 1.74) :
IL-2, “FH{E 1.65 1.81 1.50 0.037

s K (0.73; 2.99) (0.85; 2.99) (0.73; 2.21) :

A1 JE I Thl #4948
o IL-12p70, “Fi{E 1.71 2.01 1.47
M BRI 2 2% (/s KR (0.95;3.31) (1.99; 3.31) (0.95;2.74) 0.004
(pg/ml)

IFN-y, “F¥{E 4.01 4.07 3.96 0.868

s K (1.95;9.43) (1.96; 9.43) (1.95;9.06) :
TIL(%), “F#1{E 21.7 25.3 18.7 0.037

/s ) (5; 50) (5; 50) (5; 40) '

3.2. 5RIAEE pCR HBERLL, A3 pCR BEF Thl BIRAEEFKFES

T HEFLANE ML Thl B 759607 OB 2 R AT BEAPAE IR R, FRATD B FF AR 8T AT CEE 1)
M2 IL-2 IL-12p70. IFN-y HEAT TSI FRATMELE], 7£ pCR 4o+ IL-2 1 IL-12p70 #4FE pCR 411 &
TR S, p AW/NT 0.05 (K 1), XKLL, BT EIA%] pCR 1) &5 B A I ig 4
PSRN

3.3. A Th1 BHPEEF5iA8] pCR BER TIL KFE2EHEXXR

MATEEINA, w TIL ZKSF AT CASRIN L B i B AT S S, IR 5 BF AR /A . [10]%
FIX3] pCR (B SMA ML Thl RARHA 7 8w, B, BATEEAT 704, BLEE S E I Thi HE40)R
BT/ 5 S IR A5 TIL /KP4 2K

EEHATVRAL 7 EFH MR TIL K7, DO 7o R JATRIL, HARIES] pCR
A LE, X3 pCR R B B & B8 (85T TIL ZKF(p = 0.037, 14 2). S5 REW, fEfky EH
TR 1A JH B8 R 55 B e PRI il B AT 7 80 %

N T A TR LA R AR B 2 TR S B T 4%, BeAl il ga il 1 N A S AR R A AL
Thl B HRAEK T 5357 TIL FOAHRRERE . BATWER], SHRMHFEMEL, &NHEHS % Thi 40 A -5
I HEE TS5 TIL A4 ERKIEM R KR, RN —MHEAERIRMZ . ML T, R4
AN 75 TIL Z AR A RIS I IEAORI R, SR Z R 58 JOE A 55X 8 S e (R 73 (F 3)

N, AR I E AL b, FRATIR S S0 AN T S 8 A rp A Sl 40 L R 7 55 SRR TR )5 TIL
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Figure 1. Patients who achieved pCR after neoadjuvant chemotherapy had higher levels of Thl cytokines in their peripheral
blood.

& 1. FhiEELIT/EIAE) pCR BB HZINE M Thl B4R T EES

HEHAT 7007 TATMEE R, A RMEH T, IL-2. IL-12p70 15 IFN-y 2 83 ) 1EFX(E 4), IL-12p70.
IFN-y 58RI TIL KF 28 E FIEA A 5), p [ER/NT 0.05. T 7E TG 8 2H A A W %2 381 41 it PR 1
5 TIL 2 [8) 23 (A et
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T RS AN I Thl BI04 TIL /K BA —E A, BT T T — SRR,
I3 BT 3% 6 DR R AN T A B AT )7 %% f# ] Logistic [, FRATTWIELH] IL-12p70 /& pCR I3 S7 T 4]
R(FE2).

N T HEFRANE I Thl B EF 7K P3G J pCR A R 1) REUE A Sk, BRA1ZH T — &R %)
B2 H AR E I ZR(ROC) 2k, 76 B Y Th U400 K1) ROC B2k R EAY(AUC) A 0.491~0.756,
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Figure 2. Patients in the response group had higher levels of tumor stromal TIL
2. RMBBEAESHMEE R TIL KF
IL-2 IL-12p70  IFN-vy TIL IL-2 IL-12p70  IFN-vy TIL

IL-2 0.398 0.514 0. 342 IL-2 0. 186 0. 255 0.122

IL-12p70 = 0.398 IL-12p70 0. 286

IFN-v 0.514

IFN-v 0. 255

TIL 0. 342
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Figure 3. Immunomodulatory networks in the pCR group (left) versus the non-pCR group (right).
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Figure 4. In the responder group, peripheral blood IL-2 and IL-12p70 were positively correlated with IFN-y levels.
Bl 4. REZEFSNEM IL-2, IL-12p70 155 IFN-y k2 IEHEX

HA IL-12p70 5 AUC 151 0.756 (] 6)o 4FRATES TL-12p70 5 TIL /K-FE5 AR /34T, 78 TIL > 20%H,
IL-12p70 () AUC {E$E 7% 0.817 (] 7).
XEeSE RN, JRITRTAMA ML IL-12p70 S Mg (] )57 TIL 7K~ E i) &3 S8 A L3R 434097 5 pCR.
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Figure 5. In the responder group, peripheral blood IL-12p70 and IFN-y were positively correlated with the level of tumor in-

terstitial TIL
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Figure 6. The predictive power of Th1 inflammatory actors on the efficacy of chemotherapy
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Figure 7. IL-12p70 has an increased predictive power for pCR at TIL > 20
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Table 2. Logistic regression analysis of the efficacy of Thl cytokines versus neoadjuvant chemotherapy

%2 2. Thl B4MAREIF SHEEHELFT T Logistic [EYA5 47

Y R T OR 95%CI pfE
IL-12p70 5.426 1.461~20.148 0.12
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Ji g ik g, AELIR] IRt m] DA bR G e Sk, A B T R IR 117 Gy 4 e i m] VR (a2 B TR
FEGEE T 520U A BT @, LA AR (2 IR Bt e e SOBE[12] . X SE Ry M Rt 2 B s 3
M, T 51 R EE 35 R4 & SORE RN, S AL 38 B R A A BAERI[13].

AR, IR e ia )T SO BRATTIAT FUIE I B G  — . Horp, iR ik L 40 i (TIL) 7E 4t
IR G o R A R R BB AR R [14]. EFLARE T, TIL nf CAE ARG IR 4n i, BT DU Ik 4140 i
N7 SR s A e A, L RURIEDUMIRAE R [15]. — 7, TIL o] DUE S BRI, o
WAL P R -5 7 AN R (AR K. S — 7T, TIL A1) DASOE Fof Sy 4, 0 DC. EWEgnfu s, 3t
[F) KA R R e N . TEFLIREE R, TIL M EAEM S B TS BV mEER TIL BoRs
BT [ R AT AR I B R AR, TR AR 1 TIL 5 B AN R TS AH G 16].

ARJE I Th ZYZ0 AR 17K P B A48 Ak R R Rt S il 28 5 4 B 08 S8 ) B RPIR S o B 7T B,
FE/KSFH Thi Z 0 DR 7 B % (1 30 2L P 40 0 05 O R0 skl P 4 B O 38 . THIL 40 il TEN-y 425t
PEMLH 50 SR P 5 FE IR R S P17 2000 R R R W, Thi R0 AR R 15 LR B (1 75 A
AEAFRMG, AN AL AT TIL-2 5 B3 PR TS AHOG[18], B f) IFN-y/IL-4 LR FURE A
i BB ) R AFTRUS[19]0 WAl B g G2 S A e5 A% i e 4 i xof d8 28 AN AR T 254 I BRI [20] . 7EAK
SITVE BRI TR, W SORA MRS Toll FE5Z4K 4 (TLR4) L HAGH:T MyD88 i T(E 516 %, DA
RPN AS 3R [ EAE MR AN RO TTR . $EHF TLRA ThREE 2k S50 J R ) LR 26 3 18 J3O7 kg7
Ji e 15 TLRA S LR 1 BB R SE AR [21]. PRIk, ARERGUMIIR S S Mif¥) Th AL4H A R 77K ]
RERCN TR NAC ORI E bR W

FEIXHL, FRATHEFL T LR B A LE R Gy AT AIPE 3R Thl BU40 MR 7oK1, FRidxs TIL (7
i, FRATAE B T 4= B DR 25 Q] e e LR R 0 TIL 5 B AN By T SONE o ZEIR YT TR A T R A5 X 2
3T AT LA T RS I R AR DG I S % 1 W 2 S ik — AN 1, IRIRAN T RS TME FA T I S AH DG I 40 9%
WA HLH]

BAMN AR ER, BT EES] pCR B F, FRATIHELR] IL-2 1 IL-12p70 #3FE pCR 1 E#H T
(A ) Hor, T2 2 — PN Thl B4, S oek M 5E . pOARIROE , SR h LA Bt
Ji9Rg S g ] B2 [8]. TL-12 REfE I 3% CD8+T AU R4 EEVERE /7, R M2 28 Thl RAMRA[22]. kE4h,
5ARILF| pCR B EZHHEL, 1KF] pCR 1 & BA 3 m eg (B 5t TIL 7K~F(18 2), X 5REAE T 72 R
FH—25, B SRR MR 1815 TIL 7K 2 LR 8 4l B AT 7 25 A 0 (0 il R 2%

FRIERE N, E A5 Thl BRI T2 18 4iiEF5 TIL 2 [8A Eam e R R, 1
To e A H - AR R 5 TIL 2 ) BI5E R U AN S % (14 3) . SE AT RIRIEFE R M, BG& i) TIL 5 IL-2 F1 IL-15
IRV T 5 DA S G R A P A A IR 7 7K T BB AR 55 (23 AR ELHITF 78 BN H AR IR T, BF S0 40 IR 7 S5 AR R A T i
AN, FOAA MR B P A e fe gt 2 (E 2. Bk, WIARE M Thl 2948 K1
KA BT B e 8 AR 5 1) G IR A

AN ERATTR B, ¥EY7 TSN ML 1IL-12p70 S JiEd (8] 51 TIL ZK-F-48 iy () 2 S A AL 3R 194097 J5 pCR.
I AL AT LB A KR4, 38 AT L S A4 V8 1 AT LA 205 R AR e % SONE[24] o TS (K e
SRR S PR E RS 5, SO SOIR4H i (DC) A5 T JE 1R S 4u i, BEimfedt TIL s 915
[25]. MEAh, PRI PR A RIS T DM T AR RIE A A, 358 TIL MptisER . BBy s
B R TIL 5 =B ML B3 B TS SE A AR DG, X — SRR T 07 vl DLIE IS 5% R G0 K
FEHPUMIRAERI[26]. 25 G AL RIERIRAT, 58A J1 1R G Bl mT DRI T4 5 TIL 2
&) (B [E AR

&4 Nk, I SR A A B G A T AT A o L S R Bh IR T R B AR AR B . GO Rl TR,
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TIL ]y 2L i T R 3R, SR b 3 e m /KPS Th 4R &3 B S B Te i ZE A7 31(DFS) [27]
FEIXHL, BRATIRR WYL e R e B A AT B 1 0 I Th RY 4 A5 mT BE AR 9 T pCR (AR ST A=)
WREY. JFH, AME I Thl B2 P 715 5 bR 1057 TIL K-PBEAT VAL I, X8l Bh A7 28 g 3
RESTHEIN. Ry, 2RI, AWFFATAAE R RRYE, WAEARRCN BV RRESE, RR T2
—B YRR SEAREEVII A URHIEART TR S50 . ARR,  FRATAT LUSE R AT 7 M8 S A 55 v B 40
PRI TIL DIREMIREM, IRZAT 5 S BEiR )T BB N SR, LKA T ) 73148 RO 45 TIL (9
OB IS, I R NSRS 7L e RO il Bl i 58 A6 75 SBT3 K R B A 7 o

5. &g

AR TAMNA ML Thl BYA0 R 598 B 58 2 22 i (pCR) MR 1= Itk E2 40 B (TIL ) 5 2 A7 AE 55
EMEIRR, % T ENIEN bR E AT T PRI B BT RO A VB TE N FANE, S FRA 132
BT IR N LI AL AT e S LR B D, RIS RN T 4 B R RGN RS R A B
B] 52 2R T 22 AR

&E 3k
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