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Abstract

Minor crimes, as an important issue in contemporary criminal law research, have various pers-
pectives regarding the criteria for their definition. From the perspective of the civil law system, it
is a common practice to distinguish crimes into different levels such as minor and serious crimes
based on the severity of the statutory penalties; whereas, in the Anglo-American legal system, dis-
tinctions are made not only based on statutory penalties but also by defining the nature of certain
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crimes. In the academic circles of our country, there are differing opinions on whether to apply
statutory penalties or pronounced penalties, and there is also debate over the specific differentia-
tion of sentence terms. This article believes that in defining standards, it is not necessary to ad-
here to a single criterion. The criteria for distinguishing minor crimes can be analyzed from the
perspective of the statutory penalties set forth by the criminal law itself; from the pronounced
penalties, that is, the angle of the individual’s actions; and also from the perspective of the legal
interests infringed by the specific crime. Thus, the author attempts to construct a diversified
standard for minor crimes that is based on a maximum statutory penalty of three years in prison,
supplemented by pronounced penalties within three years, and with certain special crimes as ex-
ceptions.
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