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Abstract

In recent years, immunotherapy with the application of immune checkpoint inhibitors to block the
PD-1/PD-L1 signaling pathway has shown significant clinical benefit in a variety of malignancies.
Thymic carcinoma, a rare malignancy, has a poor prognosis and limited therapeutic options. It has
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been proved that PD-L1 is highly expressed in thymic carcinoma and its expression level is signif-
icantly correlated with the prognosis of thymic carcinoma. This article reviews the clinical re-
search progress of PD-L1 and PD-1 in thymic carcinoma.
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1. 51§

1% i (Thymic carcinoma, TC)A&—F 2R WM, & FrA MR A E] 1%, & 100 5 NHAELE 1.5
BiI[1][2]. TC &) 12 K 11433 2& Masaoka-Koga 73 #H[ 1] [3], HHUGH 2, A A7 3 B 8 43 (stages
I~11: 91%; stages TI~TV: 31%) RV BR 56 B2 S 1 7= A2 2 52 (4] B AT, 23697 7 ZULF AN HIE[2] [3] [5] (6]
XTARYIRR . AR R, BikEEASE SRR ERST I ZdT BIEIT(5] [7] [8], 2R
M, FIRIAIT 7 RT3 G B SR AR, BARSRZT RIS, o WA 20 — 26
TBIT T E9]. BB RIEIRIT R ABEFL, BREBRBEEIEN TC I CAE R RAAL A, O 2 WL R YT
77 NI RS, H R 2 Bl A&7 e B Je4h, HRIIAEII[10]. JTHERENR) PD-1/PD-L1 3@ 1
HPHIFR CAE 2 P e R th R I R A, WSk IR0 M . MR AR /N .
Y g A BB, 7E Nivolumab VRT3 5 K MESEIR A0 Mg (OB Fi b, V69T 4 8 Lo RE2H A3 A
EEK 2.4 N H, 54h, KT PD-L1 FEMEAE/INH Mo it 5 BB 7% )] Pembrolizumab 697 AH L ALY
K, ZEfERARE T 1.6 f5(44.8% vs 27.8%) [11] [12] [13] [14] [15]. BUABIFLEN] PD-1 & PD-L1 £ TC
H RS RIEIRES, AN IR O S UG HEOC, B AARSC 32 85118 PD-1 Ml PD-L1 7£ TC )k 500 &
HAMHIFILE TC i IE AR 7T 2 e

2. PD-1/PD-L1 {55 @B R AEAHLF

PD-1 /&G RIA T4 CD4+T 4Hfl. CDS+T 4. HRRGTE T 40, B 4HH%E, PD-L1 RikfE
iR £ R 70 SR B AN FL(APC)ZE[16]. PD-1 524A(CD279) K H i 44 PD-L1 (B7-H1; CD274) 4L K115 =il
B, HAF R EIETER, BNEL T 4180 APC _FRIEH PD-1 248 5 MR 40 i I %A PD-L1
BCARGE AT AN @ f5 , 2 (E 732808 T AR ARIIE AR D DT A6 e e &4 e ok e 4 B 25k T 40 i (CD8+T
) S AAGVE R, AR R A RE[17] [18] [19]. fEANZEHAR, PD-L1 |32 FIALE M AR
JRAN AR AR, JFH PD-1 F1 PD-L1 Z [AI A EEBONAE T AT AL R o5 35 A7 [20]. 7R, FHI
PD-1/PD-L1 G, Bt CDS+T 4ff, iS40 )5 1K) CDS+T 40 Bk imi A 4% P s S A5 A, AT %49 e
N PD-L1 £ TC HFERIE, UF Z I AN HATER, Hh a4 3 DIRristEiim R, &xhizd
% EIE T CUCN TC 1697 IR AL [21] [22] [23].

3.PD-1, PD-L1 fERIBRBRIFIEENR

PD-1. PD-L1 7 TC HIRIATEHM 2015 EHFEHFE, BIHFONIEA 12 R, 4k 1 s,
TR I, XS FANINE BRI EIE, A 17 B1~60 BIASE, 151 45 R IBAEE S,
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PD-L1 fE TC HIBHPEZRTE 35%~82.9% [0, HEFAVERARE T —8, (ARELMREE LRI TC BEM
PD-L1 fAE R RIEE L. X T PD-1 RIAEILIRE Fi />, g R s R IEHAE 1%~65% 8], 7
LK. {H PD-1 Ml PD-L1 FIAFZ [BAAE— EREN — 3, X — f(3W] PD-1/PD-L1 ¥ 7E TC IR
E R H) S AN 7 T o s B AL . Sakane S5 [ 2418 5T I DU AN [F] 5e FE 5 ) PD-L1 HLARAGHI 53 4] TC i
FHIFRIENE DL, SP142 A2/ 92.5% (49/53)~ SP263 FHEZJZ 49.1% (26/53)22C3 A2 /2 64.2% (34/53)~
28-8 PH AL 77.4% (41/53), &k BRWIAE TC H 22C3 F1 28-8 MIBHMER — Sk, HALPI R AL,

Zi bR, PD-L1 7E TC B BHYERLE 35%~82.9%, TC B3 ) PD-L1 f77E = ik %, iX A PD-1/PD-L1
HHIFICE TC B BN RSP AL o 170 S0 045 FEBH PR R 22 S vl B T PR A | By
AR B N ) B3 o BAAS [F) 5 R A

Table 1. PD-L1 expression profile in thymic carcinoma

52 1. BIRRJEH PD-L1 FIKHHE

PD-L1 PD-1
> AN S A5 Ky (A5 x _ &

KRB 1E# To I () Pifk(PD-L1) I FHH B B
2015 Katsuya ££[21] 37 EIL3N >1%, H 35 70% 62%
2016 Katsuya ££[25] 17 EI1L3N >1%, H ¥4 41% 47%
2016  Yokoyama 45[6] 25 EPR1161 >20%, HF5 80% T
2017  Weissferdt £5[26] 26 EPR4877 >5%, BAMEZ0 I 43 e 54% 23%

5 >3%, BH A A 43 b . .
2018 Chen %[27] 20 SP142 \ R 70% 65%
HAZEL, PHTEAE M E
s 2 1 ‘ 0
2018 Duan %§[28] 0 ab58810 PN 65% o
0, 0, T4
2018  Sakane £5[24] 53 SP142/SP263/22C3/28-8 | /2% PR 49.1%~92.5% ¥
padad
2019  Funaki £§[29] 43 SP142 >50%, TPS 60.5% 44.2%
2019  Song Z[30] 60 SP263 >50%, TPS 35% 55%
k . v 20%~24% (50%
2019  Rouquette Z[31] 50 E1L3N/22C3/SP142/SP263 >1%5k 50%, H ¥4 66{,%73{,2((1%‘;) 1%
2021 REE[32] 41 SP263 >1%, BAHE4H A L 82.9% &
2022 Kashima £§[33] 31 EIL3N >1%, BRI 40 0 L 5] 74% X

4. PD-L1 S5hBRE Im PR B R X UE a8 X4

BRI R T PD-L1 RIATE LS B ZIG IR S E(WFE . M5, Masaoka-Koga 77 FARVIBR5E
spE ) KPS A S, W 2 Fis. (HIX 12 TFE 0T PD-L1 w5 ik 515 2 18] 5% RAEAE L.

Katsuya Z5[6] [21] [24] [29] [30] [31]HIBFFL4E SRR PD-L1 RIAKFHER . PEHl. WHO 47 #.
Masaoka-Koga 7} #]. L%, JFER MR/ FARATIE B R BTG 7 SR TG K . Funaki 58291 5
MK PD-L1 RiLKFERBAETHITAHERXRR, WIT/E PD-L1 RIAREW S, Hoh, REFB2)HA
7R PD-L1 FiE 5 /NN S 5 E Tk AR DS, ZaE AN T8 5 E Tk E g s
AR >6.0cm ) TC ¥, WHEFAT PD-L1 &l LR FI077 .

XF PD-L1 ik 55 HIAHSEHI 7T, Sakane 25[24]. Yokoyama 25[6]Wf 55 iAN PD-L1 & &k 55
R I 2%, 1 Funaki 25[29]. Duan 25 [ 28| 70 45 SR B PD-L1 Rk 5 FiG fupH < . H AR 70 45 B R PD-LI
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T FRIE S AT A SEYE21] [30] [31]. H34k, Yokoyama [6]411 Funaki Z5[291#F 7t 45 AN PD-L1+
A PD-1+ iR e U A TS IE, mRIAMEBEETERZE. X T PD-L1 515 2 AR T
JESER, JRRTTREW R : ok, BUONSHEFRIENNEE R, X Masaoka-Koga 43 I = F@ 4% 1) R, 75
F W FiHH Masaoka-Koga 73 5 LUAHZEAR K, PRI 5 B0 HIF 70 0 T AR A7 107 THI K 45 RAFAE 2 W w43, 7T LE
PEAR: LK, SRR PD-L1 fiik b 5 AE, & HMEREAR, e S8s RAFAEES, Sakane
SEDAVIRTFRAFSE 1 IX— i # )5, HET PD-L1 5 PD-1 FHICPE AT 58 45 B/ AN —3%, T8 PD-L1
HTEIRFZEZE] PD-1 FIFN, PD-1 Al FEOr e REE KR . HlFovEmEER
PR, PD-L1 1 PD-1 =ikt Fil 5 (R SUBEH —EUSE B, St Fe 2 [l btk 22, R ERFEA R M
BE— DR R R S, IR A i SR

Table 2. Clinicopathological characteristics and prognostic significance associated with PD-L1 expression in thymic carci-

I;r;a FBREE 5 PD-L1 FAHXMIGRFBEBEFEMFEE X
(=4 55 PD-L1 a2k A R A RS 22 A2 R AE PD-L1 575 AR Sk
Katsuya %5[21] 7 P
Katsuya Z5[25] L] x
Yokoyama %[6] y NYi:PS
Weissferdt 2£[26] T x
Chen %[27] ARUEH x
Duan %§[28] NV LIPS
Sakane %5[24] y Ni:PS
Funaki %[29] LRI EES LIPS
Song “§[30] 7 x
Rouquette Z£[31] o o
RI[32] SRR/, T SR Ik B A M A AR O o
Kashima %[33] AU x

5. PD-1/PD-L1 #I#IF|ZE TC B
5.1. EUREMEIGRKIALE

H i 5% PD-1/PD-L1 ##iI7¥697 TC MR i, HIXLEHF 554 PD-1/PD-L1 #fiFI4E TC HIlEIK
MR YE . EEALUT 3 AMFFE(E 3): 2018 £E Giaccone &5 [ 22/ 7t N4 40 51— £ 4k y7 Jo 3k 1)
TC &3, #47 PD-1 #1i7¥] pembrolizumab %697, HEEZMZFRIEF] 22.5%, 1 FIHBALFFIE 29%,
| FEAEAREN T1%. GBI 25 R BR B MR T RA(22.5%), TLFEAEAERIE 18%. TERTIABI LR
MR ZHEFNRERE0-2 )N REM, S5HAEEMIE R pembrolizumab ¥597H 4 A R 444
Bho fHZ, BIRNAMEZBEAETT A& BN, (HF 6 11(15%) 83 KA B E H & A B R
(immune-related adverse events, irAEs). [A4F, Cho Z£[9]/IEARIRIGAIN 26 FxEvAPERRE KM TC B it
4T pembrolizumab % VRTT, EAREFRIK 19.2% (5/26). {E irAEs HIKA T30, A 4 51(15.4%) TC S HH
3 8L 4 9 irAEs, HH 3 f(11.5%) TC B A B [ BifF 1E¥RYT . Giaccone F1 Cho HIHH L AR B S st
7 R0 77) pembrolizumab £ TC H B AR B NZ, AT LLE R — & FIIGIR IR, (HH H B G 2% 1 K
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WA, M H TC B B irAEs KA F APzt & T A S AR 255 . 2019 4F Katsuya %5 [23 ]85
55 15 BIAFVIRRERE R ME TC 84, 4T PD-1 155 nivolumab Y647, 11 FlEEFXBPIRIE . (HH
WAL — B B RGNy, AR 9TA b A I I SR R 3D, AR SR8 T SO AR E(RECIST),
FEREAE B 2 1 WG T A AT VIR B R TC 3, nivolumab KBRS IR 4a /1N, (HB FLifSEiER T
nivolumab B A IGIRIR G . KT nivolumab HALAE TC VAT 5 T I RIT BOE 75 it — 2 Il PR 58 14 A7 1
Foo ORI PR S 58 B350 0 2580

Table 3. Prospective studies of PD-1 inhibitor therapy in thymic adenocarcinoma

% 3. MuBREE PD-1 HDHIFLETT Y RIREMER R

REE (= Tt Gefas PABEVINE(H) AL PES (H) L OS (H)
2018 Giaccone 55[8] 40 22.5% 20 4.2 24.9
2018 Cho %§[9] 26 19.2% 14.9 6.1 14.5
2019 Katsuya 55[23] 15 0% 14.1 3.8 14.1

PFS: ThitBAR; 0S: SR,

5.2. RHHERE

H AT O A B HRIE [34] [35] [36] [37]48 HHEF XTI 22 A0FFE 29 B3, Joie PD-L1 RiIATHHL W
fif, #W] LK pembrolizumab B nivolumab JG¥7, FHWith rl LUA R SRR . 5 AMUIT RS )k
TEIT HIFRZEE A IR T PD-L1 > 50%HI #6851 TC B3 . XSS B HRE IR IRAT, 76— Lupfl ™ &, Hii
NEREEF RIS, fERS R EFIRER GG 7R RS R, A8k PD-L1 1)
KMEAVE N2 ME— 38R, A5G WTELRE T .

DA PR BT 1 0 A R B 5 451 1 32 15 2% W 4% PD-1/PD-L1 3 % ) S BE VAT T E TC B ks 17—
MIEPRIR 2, AUMEVATE . SRS MEAN NG B St IR IR 254k . JF H. 2022 436 [ [ 5K 25 & ik N 45
(NCCN)FE Rt pembrolizamab 29\ TC 1 £63697 254[37] [38], 1HZFIVGYT 51T irABs [ A2 75 22
SRR EM, TEIRE RS2 IR T 0 R I B o R — A
6. Wig

A BRI R K], PD-L1 {£ TC HAE KBRS, H PD-1/PD-L1 %yt sl Fva 7 78
TC FE P LR . (H2 PD-1/PD-L1 =383k 5 R iay7 A AE ok R AUIHE . H AT PD-1/PD-L1
PR AT ST HIFA YT AE TC BTG A I @8 E 2 A LR 2 AN 5T : © SZWE 7, H aiAC s il
PD-L1 ABEMR U M i G e 167 & s @ irAEs RAERE .. EFx L@, A1 B R s
TRIFEFR, 0T B 16T B AE %, 1 PD-L1 5 CD8 [BEG A, PD-L1+, CD8+E et
3 1M PD-L1+, CD8-MIE, FoNEhZ T 4iff, FHEHHLER MBI T3, Exttbedss, JATr
DB IS B A R e, gk 570G T 4, MG S Be bl Sva T R ¥E7 2. M RAE N s 45
B, HirAEs R AR AR IR =, BUA I R0 B8 R L irAEs 1fi bR yT, Horf TC BE K
A2 LA RO B P ALK B LAt bR 391, BFXIX — i, OV SRR H Z B IBR 2 AR 45 & B S Piik
AIE RN irAEs TN MEAR EA[22] [40]. K &5 sl A0 i yT © 25 2 FoB s S 1 H, o2
PD-L1 @R IEAR/INH B il B3 i — 2o bR HEVR T 11] [12] [13] [14] [41] [42].{HLE TC HRikab T 1 7T B
DA A S ) PD-L1 Hudh I FHE A A ], SRz AT iz, F4R—mrfidt
e, W ME— IR SUE L R R R E R, FHHT TC FEIX—Frk, O 07U R /NEEA 1 a4
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WHoT, WEFAEENEZE.

AL FEEXT HATCKRMA K TC RIS SRR, x T Iagha4, 458K PD-L1
£ TC FAFAESRIL, HEP X PD-1/PD-L1 JE#%1) PD-1 #1157 pembrolizumab X &35 VA TT A7 FE IR R TR A6 o
FFM. RV RYE, pembrolizumab fE A7 TEIGARIT BUIGRIT 77 5. (HETHRBHITF M, A
AR EEBEZR, KEARMATIEET A SR INEE. Hob, &M RIS AN, T
TC FIRRNLHI A BEIRARINR, A E 2 MR A f kI, PD-L1 P& &H H 2 nliksn
WBIT A, TCRYT H R FTIH X ) PRIAE AR 2 300 7] 1T i -
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