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Abstract

As a Confucian classic carrying Confucius’s philosophical thoughts and educational ideas, the
“Analects” contains rich gentleman thoughts. The cultivation method of gentleman personality al-
so has a great reference for our current personality cultivation. This paper first defines the con-
cept of gentleman by sorting out the remarks about gentleman in the Analects of Confucius. Ac-
cording to Yang Bojun’s “The Analects of Confucius”, the meaning of gentleman is divided into
“virtue” and “position”, gentleman personality is more reflected in the moral connotation; se-
condly, the comparison between gentleman and villain shows gentleman superiority; then the
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behavior norms that gentlemen should abide by are systematically summarized. Through the
analysis of those who are called gentlemen by Confucius, we can sum up the common points be-
tween them. Through the discussion of these parts, we can more deeply understand the connota-
tion of gentleman thought in the “Analects of Confucius”.
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