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Abstract

The study of human nature is one of the important topics of Confucian philosophy, Mencius and Xunzi
put forward two opposite propositions of human nature: “theory of original goodness of human na-
ture” and “theory of original evil of human nature”. The two views may seem contradictory, but they
actually have a lot in common. This paper attempts to analyze the two arguments again, so as to dis-
cover the practical significance of the study of human nature theory for contemporary society.
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