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Abstract

Cheng Yi’s Li-based theroy is the core proposition of neo-Confucianism, which is constructed in the
framework of Cheng Yi’'s theory of Yi-ology. This paper first discusses the relationship between
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reason and image from the vision of Cheng Yi’s Yi-ology, and then obtains the interpretive prin-
ciple of “substance and function sharing the same origin, and the apparent and the subtle being
inseparable”. Secondly, it redefines the relationship between Li and Qi in Cheng Yi’s thought sys-
tem and revises the conclusion that Cheng Yi separated Li and Qi. Finally, the proposed method of
“following the Li” in Cheng Yi’s Yi-ology provided a path for humanity to connect with the way of
heaven, and successfully constructed the Li-based theroy of harmony without obstruction, sub-
stance and function sharing the same origi and unity of heaven and man.
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