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Abstract

In “The Poverty of Philosophy”, after Marx completed the overall criticism of Prudong’s economic
methodology, he began to formally criticize the system of Prudong’s economic contradictions in
the section of “division of labor and machinery”. This paper, taking Marx’s criticism of Prudong’s
machine view as the main line, reveals Prudong’s significant mistakes in machine view and his
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idealistic historical view based on political economics. In addition, because of Marx’s criticism of
Prudong’s division of labor and machine theory, his theoretical research directly focused on the
field of material production, and further expanded the historical materialism with the clue of
productivity.
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