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Abstract

Lao Tzu’s thought system contains rich ecological protection thought, which are concentrated in his
thoughts of “three treasures”. Lao Tzu said, “I have three treasures, which I hold and protect: kindness,
frugality, and not daring to be the first in the world.” “Kindness” is that at the top of Lao Tzu'’s thought
of “three treasures”, means that human beings’ equality and fraternity towards all things. The thought
of “benevolence” in Confucianism and Mohism only discusses the emotions and relationships be-
tween people in society, while Lao Tzu takes the whole nature as a vision, transcends the relationship
between people to think about the relationship between people and nature. Lao Tzu gets rid of the
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shackles of anthropocentrism and adheres to the ideal of equality of all beings. He believes that we
should treat everything in the world with a kind heart and respect everything so that they can grow
according to their nature. In today’s increasingly serious ecological and environmental problems,
studying the ecological protection thought of Lao Tzu'’s “Kindness” is conducive to seeking new paths
to solve ecological problems, achieving harmonious coexistence between humans and nature, and
building a beautiful China.
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