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Abstract

The interpretation of the feminization of housework (which refers to that housework is mainly
undertaken by women) is often seen in sociology. Marx and Engels’ two production theories can
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provide a Marxist philosophical perspective for analyzing this phenomenon. Due to the limited
discussion of this theory by them and many controversies in the academic community, this article
aims to clarify the essence of two production theories and use them to analyze the feminization of
housework. Analysis shows that the feminization of housework is a long-term and universal phe-
nomenon; the reason why household chores have existed for a long time is because two types of
production are indispensable to human history, among which housework is the labor that serves
human production; the feminization of housework is due to the dominance of human production
by material production and the domination of the bearers of human production by the bearers of
material production. At the same time, the family model established on the basis of private own-
ership provides conditions for this domination.
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