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Abstract

During the 19th century, Germany lagged behind other capitalist countries in terms of its economy
and was politically fragmented. However, Hegel’s philosophy was at the forefront of the world at
that time. Hegel believed that the political state determined civil society, and Prussia, representing
the “absolute spirit”, held the key to solving the German Problem. On the other hand, Marx, based
on his observations of the German reality, critically inherited Hegel’s theory of the relationship
between the state and civil society. He proposed that civil society determines the political state,
achieving a major breakthrough in his conception of the state. This also laid the groundwork for
his future discovery of historical materialism, both in terms of intellectual preparation and theo-
retical foundation.
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