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Abstract

The imperial examinations or “Ke Ju Kao Shi” were inextricably linked with Zuo Zhuan since the
creation of it. In the literature on imperial enlightenment examinations, Zuo Zhuan article criti-
cism is presented in a simple and understandable form, with the purpose of adapting to children’s
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learning needs. The ancients, based on the sentence segmentation, attached great importance to
explaining to children the content of righteousness, good and evil, natives and foreigners, etc. in
Zuo Zhuan from an ideological and moral perspective, and worked hard to set an example for
children in line with feudal orthodoxy. Tang Biao is representative of the relationship between the
systematic imperial enlightenment examination educational thoughts and the criticism of Zuo
Zhuan articles. Tang Biao’s imperial examination education thoughts focused on the advantages of
the predecessors, discussed on the eight-part essay, but it was not limited to this. Instead, he ex-
tended his vision to the field of ancient Chinese reading and writing, and closely integrated the
writing of articles with the improvement of his own moral quality. Zuo Zhuan article criticism runs
through Tang Biao’s imperial examination education thoughts, and he pays particular attention to
the value of Zuo Zhuan article techniques. Tang Biao compromised with the imperial examination
due to the limitations of the times, but he rejected utilitarian purposes, adhered to Confucianism
and values, and carefully guided students, which is commendable.
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