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Abstract

The concept of microplastics was first proposed by British scientists in the paper on plastic debris
in marine water and sediment published in Science magazine in 2004. Plastic debris particles with
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particle size less than 5 mm are defined as microplastics. As a new pollutant, microplastics have be-
come one of the hot environmental issues of global concern. With the widespread use of plastic or-
ganic synthetic products, the global production has increased. After the waste plastic products are
discharged, they are divided into tiny plastic blocks, particles or fibers through physical, chemical
and biological actions. These small particles can exist in the air, water or soil and cause toxicity to
organisms. They can also cause greater negative impact on the ecosystem through bioaccumulation
and constantly threaten the ecological environment and human health. This paper will analyze the
current pollution situation of microplastics from the perspective of water pollution in China.
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Table 1. Microplastic pollution in selected nearshore waters
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Table 2. Abundance of microplastic pollution in the Yangtze River Basin
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