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Abstract

Enterococci are ubiquitous lactic acid bacteria (LAB) that exist widely in the natural environment,
and they can also reside in the gastrointestinal tract of humans and animals. They are considered
as important opportunistic pathogen causing nosocomial infection, and can cause many infectious
diseases such as urinary tract infection, meningitis, endocarditis and sepsis. Moreover, the inci-
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dence of infectious diseases caused by Enterococci shows an increasing trend. More importantly,
studies in recent years have shown that enterococci may be a repository for drug resistance gene,
as their inherent antibiotic resistance and their ability to rapidly acquire additional antibiotic re-
sistance make infections much more difficult to treat, particularly the emergence of vancom-
cin-resistant bacteria, which constitutes a significant burden of infection control. The pathogenici-
ty and drug resistance of enterococcus were reviewed in this paper.
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