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Abstract

As one of the important supporting technologies to promote the development of cutting-edge
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science and technology, single-photon measurement plays an important role in observing neutri-
nos in nuclear physics, detecting photons from green fluorescent protein, super-resolution micro-
scopes for bioimaging, and quantum information communication. Therefore, the development of
higher-performance single-photon detectors has been receiving great attention. Compared with
traditional single-photon detectors, superconducting transition-edge based single-photon detec-
tors provide superior performance in terms of quantum efficiency, dark count rate, energy res-
olution, and photon number resolving capability. In this paper we review the operating prin-
ciple, measurement system, main performance and research progress of superconducting transi-
tion-edge based single-photon detectors, which has important reference significance for the future
research.
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1. 5]

HTF R E TG RS — SRR (1] &7 AR [2] 5 5 e 8 [ 8 27 533 B B 76 1900 44
o, FOR MR ARSI TE 3] [4]. ZIKHHLE 1905 45 H BOoRMBOCHZUN[5], R HI/E 1923 4EH Bk
FRPBERLST X SHERIBAIER[6].  “JaT” —ialf F 2 2 B HL 2 FA S KA RAAEE « % 5 WifE 1926
IR M4 [7]. 1927 3K 5 o R SR B R A M IE U T [8] [9]. BRobFHRINAS & e TR A 1)
O, A TS L 5 S — RS RR, B TR 280, A5 I = 01 R % 58
XA T AR AN T4, )2 T BRGS0 R A I O FReE RS T, JEARThRE 2K
SO RS S [10]. 2, SRR SRS B G A S 2 RO T RS T ARII[1L].
THEFE BHARR R S PE R ZR I, £ S HOGTHRINES DM LU 2 oKk [12]. EFk, HET#
ARG F R ARAS B 1 HOE K S8 . 2 B TR SRR B [13] [14]. BETHER[15] [16].
BE B2 W (L7 R R R A T AR AL T R R RE . B AT R RELE T RO TIRIISS, B SRk &
63 % (superconducting nanowire single-photon detector, SNSPD) [18]HI#B 54445 i1 £ Bt T4 4%
(superconducting transition-edge sensor, TES). i85 TES 6 T4 2% HAG MRR (08P, BEAREOS I &5 &
AT RIRE R, FR AT 206 TSR [19]. & T UL g, HS TES H6FIRINgs o) 2 N
FHRICTORIERAG IR . ARk T, AT EENGIE T TES Sk FERI#S IR 2 & i Fidt

2. TES FFMZE TIERE

T TES BG TR &5 2 — o el e e TR T 9 i ) PR L P AR 85 - 1) 1 R 1 3
AR TN AL IR TG TR U LA SR AE TES o, Wi i TES w5 H BH 1048 (ke il &80 T 1 R BB .
BARERAN E B TR AL XA NS B TP a5 (K 1(2)) TES i, 8 S AR A i DA
WKt T REE T IS AT T o T P HRAE FE A2 X TR] 3 DO Fh P S e AN IR S, e i B 2RI A2 K [20]
Hi T~ TES 5 B BH R AR A AN R 0 T e e E B [21], AT AT LA p R BE PR AR A A it R | E KRN
FE—E M TIPS, DRI RE R E BE—0 I\ TES P Bt 25, TES MRS FE R B ORI P HPIR2s

Tk
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Figure 1. (a) Phase diagram of the TES superconducting state; (b) TES re-
sistance depending on the temperature; (c) Change in resistance with time
in case of the absorption of photons
1. (a) TES B SETHE#E; (b) TES HIARERE T LHLZk; (c) UL
XFHIE, TES MRET L

Wk 1), T TES 6T IR LRI (o] WOt BF L LLAM e TR a,  FLe . i 2 1
LT B RO NS TR RE R R . DL TRIBER Se T IBRRIELL, R T E H A
SOET IR, T R AR R SO AT RS D T R [22].

3. TES HM g8t sEMiA RS

RIS TES O TR 2 MERE IR R Gk TES A0 B AL A ER A AR X AR IR AL B K43
FE SRR, Fn@ i S r st A M F. 8BS TES Bk PR s i B R KB TR S & T
F-#:4% (superconducting quantum interference device, SQUID) [23], 3 —AN 2 JR K /2 SQUID 7 LA
P SRR IR RS s, A S QR SR . TR AR AR RS, 2B E AR
DNANATERER, R B AT DAY/ RO 35 38 T8 1) 50 T AR AR 245 3% s A P O U R A FAH5
¥E[24] [25]. #EFIAEN SQUID HIAZL#8 M, AR F RIS ST L I BLE R R Bl S [26],  [FIES
AR RIS 7 A i R IR . BTLL SQUID 52 R G642 TES 215k B AR Hh it — R s Sy S it (1 77
o

FESERR TES S H B R g g w1 2 Fos[27]. I8 PRI & 8 7 B T HfA pL~= £ mK
BX E, AT RIESRI #4077 1B % TAERIAEERE . AT IR T iR I8 B iR | 5IFEE TES
WIS S% I L PH. Ry JE[FIVE ISR (b & FE 28], MTIHOR TES 1EH TAE. HBHFH Ry FEAE—HCH mQ
o, AT S A TES #WEHE Rres — BN Q 251, B Rep << Ryese HZMMREERI %0, H34 TES
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M P 3 FL . Vires = I'Ryesy  RIOVHES TES SR8 IEH TAEI O B S . 206 T NG| TES M -3
BOLREET S)a, TES Ml $AEHANIEH A, Rees UEHIA, 25 TES MIEH SKEF T, Rres
SN o N R P P R LR X — i R B 2 ARG, AT SR GE AR, R A E

DC-SQUID &4tk Hi[29].
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Figure 2. Readout principle of SQUID [27]
2. BSEFTSIGEHREE27]

il 2 frzr, DC-SQUID R4t )4k SQUID it AR 2% SQUID HE IR FI 2 il N\ HL JBR &k P vh A
P REIE 1 e 12 SQUID 0 F i y rEIRAS 5 FE4 H B IR % SQUID s EXRE %)), {H & i i LIRS 5
MEAE AR /NI EAS e LK . IR SQUID H BEFEFIKG /N LIRS S — B 0K, R A b AT~ AL A 38 A
T H2 5 14 L [30] o UK i B I 5 BELIRAS 5 2 gldt — B AL A HURAS 5, AR5 08 o B R R i 1
4. TES BRFHRNB[EER AR

BT TES H6FHRIN B M e — B2 S A 78 BIBA S O I B 45 bR,  H Al N 4 78 B BAETE A
PSS TES B TR I 2P GEf B ANRES J . TES BT 1R 55 57 35 B0 LA RS 25 51 9 HR I 25 (48
TR, i S5 RS B Ar 9% 170 AN SCARTEHE 5 TES B TFHR I 53 11 B A FLAIF 9030 8 43 B AT A 41
4.1, HmE

FER BT TES FOLFIRIMBM ARG T, REMBEEIRIMBE(n,, ) IR B EER(Ey ) A
SRR (E;, )M, "THLAR AZORER[31]:

nsys = Edet/Ein = nfiber >X<77absorp >k’]coup *ncol (1)

T 7 ey TN TEIZ BRI AR HIICET LR s oy AR A5 5T NI E 2511 a7 AOMROBORCR
Neoup FRNIET 5 TES VR XA AR, 1y RN G RE RN . /ER S TES #0t
TIRMEEEI RGN Nasor, TFH TES WA RFE, XA RG IR ZCE BAT tREVER I . PRI 28 0%
HIBAK 22 DS 1 TES FRIIES 06 IR R0 1 75 2R B = S R G RIS

NS TES O FHRIMNEE T 1998 4 7F HrH AR K24 i, i Cabrera 25[32]%F & il % . Cabrera %
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DB 7 AR 45 P o S 3o B AN RE B 20 7 0, SRTT I8 DB BRI 48 16 IR Sodcse . B TR 2388 v
JE IR RLHE W, Cabrera Z5HHEI XKy 350 nm~1 pm YT IR R 298 50%. 55 —4F, iZiFR/NA
) Miller Z£[33] kil 7 — 5GBS W TES HOGT RIS I HARM 2 Z Ry 42%, 5 Cabrera &5 [ 4E
IR BT, UESEBAR BRI 2 T W RIS S 3. B)E, AT 5 m BRI 28 ' 1 I s R ik
% BB 5t S 5 45 . 2000 4E, 7 KFI) Rajteri [34]36 H S Bk Rl & T PERE S EE R R 2
—RII, W WL Nb. Al £ 0.5~1.5 pm G N 1 SR 25 T 50%. & &E R RO IRIE, £
BTGPy, AT DU 28 BRI SR A3 20 42 TF . 2004 4F, 3£[E NIST /) Rosenberg Z5[35]%: T ik
JRER, $EH T —RhE5E TES ML TR 75, BB SR s e R s . iR
SN ERITN A A=2, A RREEE . WS RN & R (>98%) I S 4% . Rosenberg 45|
& T VEIRIEHAE 1550 nm AT, WA WS RS TIOR3 KT 97%. K4, Rosenberg
S5 (3614 H T MR RCE IR IE R S TES BORTHRES, T T m e iillik. Rosenberg 5
NFE 1550 nm KT, A EDETZ 06 kb PRI S 37T, WA T RO ARIE I R G Rk,
TN 88.6%. 45 R M BOG SRS (8-S TES B TR B AR 2 NI RS20, oA
HERE, O VE RIS A SR A% 0 AR, o R B RO RE B 05

T4 )8 Ti 6815 U B A BRGSO R [37], 5T Ti RIS TES B0 TR 3% [FRE S 32 540E,
Eetn H A AIST FIRMIF A — B& 33 F LR PR 2% (I 78 . 2008 4E, Damayanthi Z£[33]HF il 7 —2H S
Ti TES HIGTHRME, HERMAEAA 20%. A& RS, Damayanthi 55 TH 762 ISR,
P T PIR I RCRSE R B 75%LL b Al AR R ITH B T — R 2 A S E RO IREE, R4
RERZEIRIE XS 1550 nm 6 FIRICRIE 99%. 2009 4, AIST (1) Fukuda 25 [38]5% 6 24 IR fl i 7 3k —
WAL, AR T AN Ti TES HOL RIS, 43 AI7E 850 nm Al 1550 nm % Kl 45 B R G IR IRCE N
819%71 64%. 1550 nm %K BRI R AT T RS R0 1) SR R 2 52 BN SR 6770 TES v 1 X 3k 1y e
GRS AIST FECSFEIRIEBH 7 T — B AL T 54 e Az . Fukuda %5 [20]4F 2019 4E XA | —
AR R R R, R R R A & B BRI, B EBNEEL N H R
TR 2 — . IS ST IR 3 2 LT 100%.
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Figure 3. Simulated and measured reflection of optical cavity [39]

3. AZIEFIARIE KM R SR E L% SN #2%[39]

LA, FE S TES BOETHRIEHBIE TR . 2018 £, EBHEBER &R LS HHK
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SCH SR = 5K S PA[39] 1 4 T —#GHE S Ti TES B6 TR S%, HRI e R i 3 ot PO R .
EBOEEF R 1) T EEEA R KT RR R WE 3 s, v LUE HEBOEF B RE B S
Ti TES BOETHRIMAZTE 1550 nm AL R/ 5% (SR 5RIRRCR 2 F1%5ET 1), BT HARE 4%
(NSRS B A AT, T8 AR A K S5 6 (19 B O 2 W IR I 1) Ti TES & 72803 K T 90%. 2020
F, BRI ES P ERFEHARRZBLSLFREE, X Ti TES S iREHAT Ttk HIEH A 4
FiR, ROSERSGEZ AR T 4 A1 16 JZAFE, A B KL SiO, Fl Ta,Os. J8 I 1% S5 2
JEA IR, 7F 1550 nm KA IE B 959 IR .

ARKIE

Figure 4. Schematic of the design of optical cavity [31]
4. FFEERIEITRIE31)

Zi b, BT RRAPEROE TSR AN T, BT AN[E S AR % 1K) TES S0 7 00 28 1 50
RCERAAAT X5 11 FLE I CRAR T o T I S A G O S VIR I (R R 1R . AT WA
Ti AR RO RIS, HOU TR BTk 3 95% L b, AN S SEMa R I 2% oAt B A Re 1

4.2. W RLIR

BT TES G ERINES (10 M b 1 BF 52 F i) 8] 4 (electrical time constant) F145 251k 5 i [] (effective
recovery time)sZ i . A UK I (8] R IR Rres FPH M IE & S E 28 SARRRE, 7Em fi2E En] i
LR BT [R5 B s o FELRT [R]85 B0 Sy A5 5 b et [R] 55 40 [40] o 7 SERBRmm N Hh 28 rp, b Ryt [a]
R — Mz /N T R (AR H, BT AR AR R e L R A UK B (Rl E . P EEE S TES
BT RN 2L A B S I (8] E R T

1998 4, HANMFITHAEE T TES HLFERINES[32] LA W A K il TES L, s FHRE Te v 80 mK, R
SP& 18 um x 18 um, HA R E A A 60 ps. 2003 4, NIST f Miller Z5[33]# 4 1 —/NHEEARHA FE
W RS TES Bt FERIIAS, ZARMIES R STA 25 um x 25 pum, IEFHREEA 125 mK, 1% E I 5 45
FiZ 15 pso PRUNEE ma RLIE EE AR R, 2 BT SR A BB, RN SRR R, PR e R R R R o
(ELIN S0 AN S S R 25 M o7 T3 P PRI — K1 25 . 914, Rosenberg %5[36]F 2005 £l # 1) W TES #%
THRIZE, BEARH 110 mK A SRR T B Miller ZE R 2%, (HEIZRE 75 E 5 us IR E I E .
X TZ RN TES B E R E A S I a. BB E o (038 [RRE ST 0 47 000 5% (i 7 5 i 2L A
FRRRAEHI[36]. AIST 1) Fukuda S5 [41]7E 2007 4R ¢ 7 — M Ti TES #8378 0 N 1 52 77 1 M A
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Gy, A MK (AR 2 300 ns, ATt S LA BB SR . 2009 A Lita SF[42] % T Ak
T Hf (B TES L THRIMIA%, 320K SR 18] 500 nso 470 i 5 528 55 4 e JaR 81 2 ph - L fs i
FERE, Te A 195 mK. [A4E AIST ) Fukuda S5 [38] & HL AT Ti M fr) J5 52 T 5038 BRI 25 1 i S o
UL IR EE, Fukuda S5 4 HUB 10— 308 5 Ti TES St FaRIEs, LI FHEE N 444 mK, A 200K S [A]
49 190 ns. ZIRMEERIHET 7 AATE 2007 G0 0 R B RISk . 2013 4F, EORA INRIM /DAL Lolli
SE[L7]H 4% — AT TilAU BUZ 48 MR TES BB THRIES, 3L T {28 300 mK, A 3k & wf a2
186 ns. 2015 4, = KA INPIM ) Portesi S5 [43]fil £ 1 THIAR 1 um x 1 um A1 2 pm x 2 um f Ti TES, H
M) 2B 1] 43 7310 9 153 ns T 168 ns.o S AN RN 25 AR TR AR 22 S AR, fH 2 Homm ek B2 2 A 24 1 - 2018 4F,
rh BB 28 4 1l R S A 3K SCEE[39]44% 1M 10 pum x 10 pm £ 40 pm x 40 pm S5 Ti TES #0675
W2, P S TH 2558 4 ps. te AIST 1) Fukuda 25l 7E 1) Ti TES BT BRI 2 1 B2 A 8] B . 5K S
S NS M S R AT REDN Ti TES 2 AE IR 600 nm 5L 1) SiO, REHEMR il 45 1, 1X 2B RN TES W& 1
X34 Hk. HA AIST (1) Fukuda BB\ — EL7E#E S TES Bt T4 284588 5 Tt AL AT %1, 2019 4F Fukuda
201K 7 — A T RS A TES BOGFHRIES, Ti JEAE8 20 nm, Au /£ R4 10 nm, 3545 T 100
ns IR ], SC— R T AT SN IAE . 2022 4F, o EHRRFERT TR FIAFIE KR INRIM
N [AAE E AR T — 2K TR 802 TES B FHRMES, A ZUr N 20 um x 20 um. J8id 48
KA &R LL, nlGIR SR Te M 162 mK 55 3] 72 mK. 7 2 ] 5 507E 95 mK B4 107 ps.

gx b, TES SO FERIER M FUEE To 22 sm HA RO I TA] o I Fi 3 B8 A BRI 25, FEmm S 3e
FEAAE 2 TR . FLIG SR P AN 2 R o SR B P M — DRI 3, BRI 28 AR 2 oo %o i S5k 88 A1 520

43. BEEBTHNTITFH BN
it b, TES F6FIRIZRMRER 7578 7) AE W] LLH BL R A 315K -
Ay = 236,48k, T2 (C/a) /2 @)

Hor kg RBURZEZEE, T RIGIHEE, CJ& TES MSMIRHE T RAMML, o 2HWSH . (HELR
R, Be B2 HF AR A AT Sl PR N 25 e S T 208 PR 0 A7 i 4 5 T R o U NS G 40 E [B5E
BPN S k P B B ANE, TES St BRINES (e 7 th 260 5 5 s 307 70 A [45] o B T7E— 58 BN BE 3
W, TES FOGFERINES iy 57 ih 28 B A0 e 0 2Rk 52, B LA )37 it 28 i 82 s 197 20 A (¥ v OB 5 NGB T
RSB TE R AT LR PE DG R [45] [46]. HURZEMESCER, PREHRI AR 00 A5 51 P o0 AT i 4 40 BE 0 A
i, HE oA i m A v RN RE R P AE .

1998 4F, Cabrera F5[32]HF & H T 5 LA —/NEF TES B FRIES, FHERANFP AL (480,
540, 600. 660. 720 #1780 nm)E47 Mk, FiAgH 73 ¥ /I1E 0.15~0.17 eV Z[A]. 2003 4, NIST ] Miller
SE[33] R T KR LR EAE 125 mK [ S W TES B TR0, 76 1550 nm (BA/METRER N 0.8 eV)
WA I XHZERM 23T IR, BRI EEE 5108 0.28 V. 2005 4, NIST ) Rosenberg Z5[36] il £ Hiff
T W TES BT HRINZS T AR 1 6B RIS (5 R, W SRAS 1 S AF R, L ReE #7108 0.20
eV. 2009 4, HAS AIST #ff 7t /N [38] i 2% 5 Il 7 il FEAN [F] ()8 5 Ti TES HOGF3RII#s, eI
FLEE 38 444 mK A 316 mK. MRS E 850 nm A1 1550 nm K ATIAS 0% 1 Ak = 0 8 090 5l
490.39 eV A10.30 eV, = AF| INRIM B FE/NABF R 1T TES HOGFHRMN S PEREAERE & 70 HF 0 7 T
FIIC AR . 2013 FF /RIS Ti/Au TES HOGFERIES, H TRy 106 mK, Xf 1570 nm J61- 1)
ReE #7179 0.113 eV [17].2015 4F [A] INRIM Hff 5 /N4H (1) Portesi 5 [43] 1] ¢ 7 THIFAA 1 pm x 1 pm F12 pm
x 2 um [ Ti TES, PR3 A RER 338 7143 BN 0.12 eV F10.19 eV, 4k4EH K Ti TES HITEFN(S um x 5
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um) i, TEIGFHRE N 423 mK I, GEE# /14 0.32 eV. Portesi 2 N [SRib R &M, fei i it
MG Avella ZE[47] AR FBFERE TES HIK/N4E L. 2018 4, E NS TES B6 T HRI 2% T H B T
ERUFIEIE, T ERR R S 4r LR SC B K SCEE 391 Ti TES BOG THRIIZE 3K T 0.23 eV MRS ES>
HeveRE, 2 LARIIE] 1550 nm 1906, 2020 4F, 4L RS E WAL/ [BL] ) 4 — R AR B S IR s 1)
RS Ti TES HOGTFERIES, BEARTE R TR TR, (F il TAERCR M e s, Hae g
HEA 2 eV, LT BB TN 0.346 eV IIREE M HF /). 2022 4F, A AIST 1] Hattori %5 [48]H % 1]
3 TilAu TES HULTIRINZRIA R 1 0.067 eV [MEEE S HE ), FIEET 7 AIST 567 BRI 2861 & 41 BA
ik, R MFELIKEEA MR EILR. RS, PEEREE T B E KR INRIM /N [44]3%
[F)-& VER] 5 Ti/Au TES SO THRINES, HAEE #5719 0.19 eV, 1EE A B 5 TES HObT1R
DS H Ak T35 7K

gi b, TES HOLFIRIIESIIG FHR B e e Re 8087, I SR OB s Re & 12, X — i
WA LATERE e A SR LS BIEHE . BRIGFHEREAN, TES A6 HR I 35 i H e s 5 B B2 0 3%
(15 M AN T 20

BRI X

16 24 32 40 48 56
A} 8]/ us

Figure 5. The case pulse after triggering [49]
[ 5. fh& FRREGIBKHR[49]

fegt b, MO TROLME TR, BT 5 IR E SRR BE R AL P, ST AT AR 08 = )5
TR T HR . RIS TR LT (10 BT ELLE), e R A RIAT, XA &5 N EA
FRIE . B 22 K% Morais S5[4510F TR ILEARTE R 2 00 7 NI, R IEEILBIMA, (H7E 4 TES #
R EEHT VA 2N EE SRS KL AR T, A FHAR SR L, XRWIEIEEZ R B s A AEE. WK 5 frs, £
TS R SCHIME P BIE VA _E 1 XSO0 5 AT A ), TS e T AR L (S5 A oy J3E M A2 8 H BE 22 R 1
2020 4, Morais %5 [45]3& T MR Bl T —E FOL TR T RS, Kol T TES Ot T HRIMNEH L T4
PHERE /IR R R 16 AL T . 2022 4, 3R JEIL KA Eaton SE[S0]4E HLS TES #RINERIKOL T 73 #F /177
g 17— R T, KB T 37 AT KT Za s T = AR GO R A R ge, SEEL T X 0~100
ST HE . KRB H AT LT Bt T HUR 2 SO TR R S

5. &hig

T TES FG T TR a8 58 A I sl R RE AL 25 28 B T IR a8 P BRI . FE 7 R A AR
BlfE. BOLEAMRSOWN ST LR A R R A E . BT TES HOb T IR IS S I RE R 7
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WAL T 0.067 eV, W EROGFIEIRIE, S TES HULTHRINER/E 850 nm. 1550 nm %52 MK
KRR D23 100%. SRS ERIIES S NS TR A ka1 D& miik 37 A, A RNER U
FRIHRIN R G5 2 v] 73 220K 100 6T BEE AR S TES PRI SR N BB FE, B IR 8
FERIREEAS T KR B i, R R0 B A MR A BRI 2% LA 21 100 ns. 85 TES B06 T HRINIE: Y AE &=
G700 N3 R S SR Te A%, I TR BB B & /0 sy, (FLR e 3t 23 Bl 2 A
R, R RIE T S W T E 445 = B B /0 R T AT HE T, 42 s R0 25 oy 7 T P EAT IR NI 7
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