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Abstract

Ji Zhao, Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty, is one of the emperors with high artistic attainments
in our millennium feudal society, and is a key figure for the meticulous painting of flowers and
birds to reach its peak. It is he who pays attention to the reform of the painting academy system,
constantly increases the number of painting academies, expands the scale of painting academies,
and promotes the status of painters, which makes the painting level of the Northern Song Dynasty
far higher than that of other dynasties. His series of reforms promoted the improvement of the me-
ticulous painting of flowers and birds techniques and pushed the Song Dynasty painting aesthetic to
a new height. The Painting of Ruihe by Ji Zhao, Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty, is recognized as
having a high artistic value and has exerted a profound influence on the painting of later generations.
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The Painting of Ruihe is novel in content structure, rich in image implication, and also contains dee-
per political implications. This paper probes into the content composition, color application, image
implication, rational spirit, Taoist consciousness, and political implication of the Painting of Ruihe.
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