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Abstract

The main contradiction of “On the Cliff” is the persistence and indulgence of love, loyalty and faith.
It promotes the plot development by setting up several groups of “two laws against each other”
ethical relations. In the paradoxical narrative set up in the film, multiple emotions reflecting
ideals, beliefs and ethical norms such as entanglements between state and individual, rationality
and humanity are integrated. Only by comprehending and perceiving this kind of individual and
collective gain and loss, hope and disappointment, ruthless and sentimental choice, can we better
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understand the emotional plight and unique expression under the paradoxical narrative of this
film.
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