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Abstract

After the revolution and a series of foreign wars in the 17th century, Britain laid a solid foundation
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for its development in terms of military, political system, social environment and social produc-
tivity. In the 18th and 19th centuries, Britain began to expand its global colonial trade, and even-
tually established a global commercial and colonial empire in the 19th century, which was far
ahead of all other countries in the world in terms of military, economic and international influ-
ence. During this period, along with the rise and development of British maritime consciousness,
Britain’s attention to the sea increased, overseas colonial expansion and overseas trade expansion
movements became increasingly prosperous, and the principles of economic policy gradually
changed from mercantilism to free trade, and British maritime power consciousness also emerged
and developed in this context. The purpose of this paper is to explore the inner connection be-
tween the transformation of British trade policy and the process of the emergence and continuous
development of British maritime power consciousness.
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