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Abstract

Plato was the first thinker who systematically explained the problem of justice in the history of
Western philosophy. He takes the theory of ideals as the philosophical foundation of justice, and
the idea of “goodness” as the ultimate determinator of justice, so as to explore what justice is. Jus-
tice embodies national justice and individual justice. National justice is a stable and harmonious
order formed by all strata of the city-state performing their duties, maintaining their own posi-
tions, and observing their own order; Personal justice is the coordination and harmony among the
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three parts of the soul: reason, passion and desire; National justice and individual justice are in-
herently unified. Public education, common ownership, and philosophical governance are the
conditions for Plato’s ideal city-state to be possible. Social development requires justice, and jus-
tice issues are never out of date. Dialectically absorbing Plato’s thought of justice has important
era value for us to further explore how to promote the construction of a socialist harmonious so-
ciety and to help foster the sense of justice among young people in the new era.
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