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Chinese scholars have solved the hundreds years

mystery of orchid evolution
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The Apostasia genome and the evolution of orchids
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Constituting approximately 10% of flowering plant species, orchids
(Orchidaceae) display unique flower morphologies, possess an

extraordinary diversity in lifestyle, and have successfully colonized
almost every habitat on Earth. Here we report the draft genome sequence of Apostasia
shenzhenica, a representative of one of two genera that form a sister lineage to the rest of the
Orchidaceae, providing a reference for inferring the genome content and structure of the most
recent common ancestor of all extant orchids and improving our understanding of their origins
and evolution. In addition, we present transcriptome data for representatives of Vanilloideae,
Cypripedioideae and Orchidoideae, and novel third-generation genome data for two species of
Epidendroideae, covering all five orchid subfamilies. A. shenzhenica shows clear evidence of a
whole-genome duplication, which is shared by all orchids and occurred shortly before their
divergence. Comparisons between A. shenzhenica and other orchids and angiosperms also
permitted the reconstruction of an ancestral orchid gene toolkit. We identify new gene families,
gene family expansions and contractions, and changes within MADS-box gene classes, which
control a diverse suite of developmental processes, during orchid evolution. This study sheds new
light on the genetic mechanisms underpinning key orchid innovations, including the development
of the labellum and gynostemium, pollinia, and seeds without endosperm, as well as the
evolution of epiphytism; reveals relationships between the Orchidaceae subfamilies; and helps



clarify the evolutionary history of orchids within the angiosperms.
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