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Abstract

The aim of this study was to illustrate the significance of handicraft techniques of the ancient Chi-
nese painted clay sculpture in both the cultural heritage inheritance and the conservation metho-
dology research. The historical development of the handicraft techniques of the painted clay
sculpture were summarized and documented through extensive literature review and actual sam-
ple investigations. The origins of those handicraft techniques were discussed by looking at raw
soil materials, mixing materials, the ways of molding, architecture, surface modification, applied
pigments as well as surface decorations. Historically, the development of handicraft techniques of
the ancient Chinese painted clay sculpture could be divided into three stages: the starting stage
beginning around 6000 years ago, the early-development stage from 6000 years ago to 3000 years
ago, and the well-development stage beginning from around 2000 years ago. Among the various
handicraft techniques, the pretreatments of the raw materials including soil, modular design and
molding of the parts, precise assembly of the parts as well as delicate decorations on the sculpture,
etc., were thought to be world-leading at that time. Nowadays, more efforts are needed to be put
on promotion, broadcasting as well as further development of the handicraft techniques.
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Figure 1. Terracotta figurines painted
with lacquer as an underlayer
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Figure 2. Han Dynasty figurines
painted with lime as an underlayer
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