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Abstract

The interpretation of Confucius’ “loyalty and forgiveness” thought is an old problem. Most mod-
ern scholars adopt the method of “interpreting Confucius through Confucius”, either by breaking
down or combining “loyalty and forgiveness” to arrive at answers with either two moral stan-
dards or one. Zhu Xi of the Song Dynasty integrated “loyalty and forgiveness” into the framework
of “Neo-Confucianism”. Although it appears to be two moral standards on the surface, it is actual-
ly inseparable and can be reduced to one. However, the words of the sages are simple yet pro-
found. Although these methods can produce some explanations, the essence of it is still difficult
to grasp. Therefore, it is more important to explore the essence of “loyalty and forgiveness”,
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which can only be found in the “settlement of life itself’. Only then can we truly understand
“loyalty and forgiveness”.
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