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Abstract

The establishment of the crime of fabricating and intentionally spreading false information has
intensified the controversy over the crime of picking quarrels and provoking trouble on the In-
ternet. Many scholars rely on the former to refute the latter and ask for its replacement. However,
the crime of picking quarrels and provoking troubles is reasonable, legal and necessary to regu-
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late Internet rumors. First, the behaviors related to online rumors have the nature of causing
trouble and meet the elements of the crime. Second, the cyberspace order belongs to the social
order and meets the requirements of the crime scene. Third, the false information on the crime of
picking quarrels and provoking trouble has a wide range of connotations and can meet the ev-
er-changing needs of the society. Fourth, the relevant penalties for this crime are linked with other
crimes that regulate online false information, thus tightening the criminal law network. Therefore,
under the premise of attaching importance to legal rank, the relevant criminalization standards
should be clarified, other existing charges should be reasonably used to prevent the “pocketiza-
tion” of this crime, rights and order should be balanced, and the crime of picking quarrels and
provoking trouble should be reasonably applied.
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