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Abstract

Hart recapitulates Austin’s theory of legal commands, and launches a fierce criticism of the theory
centered on “coercion”, and proposes a set of “rule” theory instead. And in the process of argu-
mentation, important concepts such as “internal aspect of rules”, “internal point of view”, “a rule of
recognition” and “primary rules” are introduced. But how did Hart derive the rules step by step?
How to explain the realities of situations in which people “do not accept” primary rules, but still

incur obligations? Instead of “coercion”, Hart explains the normativity of law in terms of “rules”,
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which have both behavioural consistency and the internal aspect of rules. The paper argues that
the “rules” to which it refers have the attributes of social practices. Only the “rules of recognition”,
which have the attributes of social practice, needs to fulfill the requirements of the “internal point
of view”. The reason behind people’s need to “obey” primary rules that have no basis in social
practice is that a rule of recognition is "accepted” by officials.
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