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Abstract

With the advent of the digital age, there are significant differences in communication, expression,
and other aspects between cyberspace and real space, and laws urgently need to establish rules that
restrict the freedom of citizens’ behavior in cyberspace. The author believes that introducing the
principle of offense to govern online platforms can play a stronger role in limiting freedom than in
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real space. When citizens access any online social networking platform, they need to comply with the
platform’s community management norms. In China, including but not limited to microblog, Tiktok,
Xiaohongshu, etc., many of the provisions of these norms that restrict the freedom of online behavior
can be explained by the offending principle, such as the prohibition of publishing content with sex-
ual hints, sexual provocation and other content that is easy to make people have sexual associations,
prohibit the publication of content that displays blood, horror, cruelty, and other physical and men-
tal discomfort. Introducing the principle of offense to govern online platforms not only has theoreti-
cal significance in deepening the theoretical understanding of the principle of offense, filling the gap
in the theory of the principle of offense applicable to online platforms, and improving the construc-
tion of digital rule of law structure, but also has practical significance in providing a practical basis
for the application of offense principle to the governance of online platforms, and clarifying the
boundaries of offending principles that are reasonable and recognized by most netizens.
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