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Abstract

Location trademarks are considered to be typical non-traditional trademarks, and whether it can
be registered in China is still a blank in the current trademark law. Following the release of the re-
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gistrability of the location trademarks in the case of “red soled shoes”, the case of “Shoe Upper
Stitching” seems to have tacitly accepted the registrability of the location trademarks, and instead
focused on the examination of the distinctiveness of the location trademarks registration. The de-
finition of trademark type will have a significant impact on the requirement of distinctiveness cer-
tification and the content of trademark rights, so it is necessary to confirm the authorization and
protection of location trademarks as independent trademark types. From the perspective of the
substantive requirements for registration, they should be constrained from three aspects: distinc-
tiveness examination, non-functional limitation and fixed proportion.
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