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Abstract

Cross-border data flows are closely related to the “digital divide”. Effective regulation of cross-
border data flows is an important means of narrowing digital divide. The international regulation
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of cross-border data flows has several drawbacks concerning “digital divide”, namely the absence
of a multilateral trading system, the fragmentation of the regulation system, and the trend of strict
application of exception clauses. The lack of a globally harmonized regulation system is at heart
of these drawbacks. Therefore, in order to narrow the “digital divide”, a “developing-country-
friendly” global regulation system needs to be established. The WTO should be the platform for
the establishment of such a system. As both a developing country and a digital power, China should
actively participate in the establishment of a global data regulation system while stepping up ef-
forts to improve its domestic digital legislation.
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