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Abstract

Regional space cooperation is an indispensable means of promoting the overall development of
space industry in a given region. In view of this, China took the lead in launching the Asia-Pacific
Space Cooperation Organization (APSCO), the world’s second regional space cooperation organ-
ization, which has successfully achieved normal organizational functioning, the development of
external relations, the growing attractiveness and a significant enhancement of international im-
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age. However, there are still many pain points in the development of APSCO: First, the existing
rules and regulations cannot ensure the implementation of the principle “building and sharing”.
Second, the principle “return of investment” can’t be realized effectively in practice. Third, the ex-
isting legal mechanism hasn’t yet clarified the rules related to the provision of services to third
parties. In this regard, this paper argues that ASPCO should rapidly optimize its internal institu-
tional design, balance external and internal cooperation and truly promote “building and sharing”
in its cooperation in space.
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