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Abstract: Cohesion isthe connecting belt between the organizations of discourse, which is usually arrived by
various methods. In Cohesion in English, Halliday and Hasan listed five methods of cohesion: reference,
substitution, ellipsis, conjunction and lexical cohesion, with the first four grammatical and the last one lexical.
By using the ways of lexical cohesion advocated by Hu Zhuanglin in his book—The Cohesion and
Coherence in Discourse as the theoretical frame and Obama’s inaugural address in 2009 as the case, this
thesis explores the uses of the ways of lexical cohesion in the construction of a coherent and cohesive dis-
course in details, and at the same time demonstrates the great audio and visual effect brought by it.
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For everywhere we look, there is work to be done.
The state of the economy calls for action, bold and swift,
and we will act—not only to create new jobs, but to lay a
new foundation for growth. We will build the roads and
bridges, the electric grids and digital lines that feed our
commerce and bind us together. We will restore science
to its rightful place, and wield technology’s wonders to
raise hedthcare's quality and lower its cost. We will
harness the sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars
and run our factories. And we will transform our schools
and colleges and universities to meet the demands of a
new age. All thiswe can do. And all thiswe will do.
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For us, they packed up their few worldly pos
sessions and traveled across oceans in search of a new
life.

For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the
west; endured the lash of the whip and plowed the hard
earth.

For us, they fought and died, in places like Concord
and Gettysburg; Normandy and Khe Sahn.
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This is the journey we continue today. We remain
the most prosperous, powerful nation on Earth. Our
workers are no less productive than when this crisis
began. Our minds are no less inventive, our goods and
services no less needed than they were last week or last
month or last year. Our capacity remains undiminished.
But our time of standing pat, of protecting narrow
interests and putting off unpleasant decisions—that time
has surely passed. Starting today, we must pick ourselves
up, dust ourselves off, and begin again the work of
remaking America.
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Forty-four Americans have now taken the presi-
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dential oath. The words have been spoken during rising
tides of prosperity and the still waters of peace.
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| stand here today humbled by the task before us,
grateful for the trust you have bestowed, mindful of the
sacrifices borne by our ancestors. | thank President Bush
for his service to our nation, as well as the generosity
and cooperation he has shown throughout this transition.
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On this day, we gather because we have chosen
hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and
discord.
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Where the answer is yes, we intend to move
forward. Where the answer is no, programs will end.
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That we are in the midst of crisis is now well
understood. Our nation is at war, against a far-reaching
network of violence and hatred. Our economy is badly
weakened, a conseguence of greed and irresponsibility
on the part of some, but also our collective failure to
make hard choices and prepare the nation for a new age.
Homes have been lost; jobs shed; businesses shuttered.
Our healthcare is too costly; our schools fail too many;
and each day brings further evidence that the ways we
use energy strengthen our adversaries and threaten our
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planet.

These are the indicators of crisis, subject to data
and statistics. Less measurable but no less profound is a
sapping of confidence across our land—a nagging fear
that America's decline is inevitable, and that the next
generation must lower its sights.
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