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Abstract: Most of the studies on the interpersonal function of modal verbs are practiced under the theoretical
frame of systemic function grammar, which emphasize on the regulatory of interpersonal relationship estab-
lished by the addressers, but to some degree ignore the emotional identification of the addressees. This essay
states that the “identification theory”, put forward by Kenneth Burke, the founder of new rhetoric, can on
certain scale improve the understanding of interpersonal effect. More specifically, identification theory has
provided a new tool to interpret and guide interpersonal function of moda verbs. Taking the political

speeches by Hillary Clinton as instances, this essay anayzes the interpersona function of moda verbs from
the perspective of identification.
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2. B RIBENTNIE
21 18&

TEA U SAES AR e SIEL, T, Y
MARFINEEEVEIL R IGERIES . EAgmiEES, 1
BYVNE B — RINESBSARENE L, BAMN
A RS RE S EM R, TERTESHA
P, IR SIRT R 5 AR BRINIR Z (8]
WA JE, 24 N0 20t 57 1A BRARAE A 8
I, 5 B BIE AR RA I . 55 U T B
Y5 WM 2 [ I8 4k R REEIAR, FikiG
B AR B T R I R (A, BT, 2002)1,
PR RB AR SRS E N T SS T 7 A HIN MR
B, RN TS ALE— @4 & SC BB E 5 R
WIEAE .

ERGREIEET, “BER T AAREIEE
[R5 S 2 IR OGS Th RS, B BA RIEVHE#
By HOAT A BATLRN Ao =47 (4 W 2 Th e
(BB, 2000) X — T RETEIE 5 LRIV ABRE X,
S AR SUR XY AT et . 0 B SR A4 5
FIWr, KR SHE T AR ;. SRS
FIE YRR B O A I R T PR R R A
IR, BRAE Ay 4 PR IH X 55, sRfEd I RIA
MANEEEH G, 2010)19,

2.2. ESENARESTEHENS K

70 (1998) 2 H T 9 A EE MK A BB, A
can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would,
X T IX G A BN, B AT SRR KIS
PrtfEe Horbz — RIS S S T3, FEAIN
PESE N EUESE X IESE L MR
AR S A GEYE (can, could, may, might). FHE /4
W7 (will, would, shall)FH4 #8114 (must) = Fi s 18 B R
X4y N YF ] (can, may, could, might) i1 S 45 /04 B
(must, should) Pt zh i1 & & L5 e 7 (can,
coul d) 12 J& (will, would, shall)#Ff(fukts, 2009),
FOTERIL TGS B S ES BB R 20 2 158 X
KHRo

X 2 BhBhia] 1) %l 43 77 2 5 A ) (Fowler) 52 t
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(1 25 10 LA VERE A IR K MIE 2 Ak o 48 $1(1985)1
RHETOMESTEEA . AR (vdidity), RKiEUiih
0 i R L SRS DA E s AT TN A (predictability),
RIERKRFEMHEREMTREER KA &EMH
(desirability), FiASLPR. iEfE, BCEE AW Ti TN
(obligation), FEik#iidE A HIWr 55— ANE TR I
—4T5h; AR (permission), FiATLIE A\ L6 A
K173

ML _E 5328 T] DL H 185 A8 B 3 18] 1 SCIE AN 2
At “REAR” BMSAMET IR E S, TR
BOE SR ETAE S B L.

AL (2000) O TR AME M S P ARRI
A B i K e Rl o A A AT
250 (FK 1) AE AR U E A f @l B DO Rtk
R e B AR PR B 72 (Thompson, 2004/2008)1%, M
BN T AR R I 7B S B OB SRR, 2
“EINBIWIS " A “ERIEFE” FIESH(E 1),

X T DUAE A AE AR E BRI 3 5 i E A 11
A EE S SE R, 1 HE I TSR X
S, e T ESISEE SR, [
WA~ H T EAS BB A PR B S E SR S 2
i, B TARERE SESBhENAM RS

CEA S T H B A R U e AL R R
B, ATLE - AMEESE I I A —
e [FIFE, TERBNAE N R PRI RS S
B RZ N Z RN KR, RI— MG ] Rk
ZNNBRE X, RZIMA, WSk 2.

Table 1. Three values of modal verbs
% 1. HSahan=feE

18 il i fE

H can, may, could, ;Vgll’ g%:ljldd must, ought to,
E might, (dare) i s/\)vas o ! need, has’had to
, mustn’t, oughtn’t
= needn t won't, wouldn't, to, can't, couldn't,

. doesn’t/didn’t need } L ;
E shouldn’t (mayn't, mightn't,

to/have to
hasn’t/hadn’t to)
(i) 2 —HEk — Mgk —ahe — A2 (5L

<+ >

Do ) i — A — Ro%i — TR — Sif [25ak )
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Figure 1. The continuum of modal meaning
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Table 2. Modal verbs classification and inter per sonal meaning

=2 BESHARSESAREX

teasahi HAS I UK R{5 % TN X
Can 1) IHEEE L. WM BB, TRV RV, WRTE . RRER. i
2) 1B, YT
Could 3 . i FEB L RVFATGLIY. TRABIGLID . FRUUERL. PO (O y 1) 5
i
May N B, RV AR, S RAGLE). FoREE . R0 H %
Might 2) I vRr s SRR GLED . BRI . SR (R R B
will FRBE BRI SR
Would 1) WAV /AT VIIEIL. TR . WOR(EA). SRMERNGLEY. ST CLE)S
2) . BE .
shall SRR AR Rt R S m R
Should WX LT R, AR, RN, FREE. R, EROLI)S
1) AL SR Y A2 o) 2 | 748\ A
Must S BRUASLSPE . BRI AERE ) BN
Ought to SRR, ORI AT ST R b e )%
i
Need SRR i) ) 6
Haveto LG AT SRR, BT )%

3. MERFRERAANEERL

WHE TR A S 30 FARLERKIN AR S 3 [ 7
A FFAE 60 AT BTG 2. e A BB T
RIEMIRIFTRAN TAEGB R HIA L . “HriB R
LR T ARZBRAIR, BT AT RS, AR
F2:F 4 Kenneth Burk (1969). I. A. Richards (1936)
F1 Henry Johnstone Jr (1978)%% .

A A HL 8 (identification theory) e Hogi & &E 22 FE it
Rz WA, T B Sy % U AMEF A 3235 A
B Z [aE A o AR sE Rt TR A =7
“[H)15INIE 7 (identification by sympathy). X371\ [F]”
(identification by antithesis) 1 “i%[A]” (identification by
inaccuracy)

3.1. [EfFNE

“TETEINE s NS N Z S Ef K LA
AT LA “RTFACRRL” B “Z 2 HEHE.

B3E, RS REEE o A1 A 5 SR 9 i1
N ReanfRRE R, BEfEU RN, — e LA
TR K e S SR . mitaE X
T8 AL 2 5 8 2 5 1R B I W7 BA R U7 1 2
FESM . SR, LA E AR 7 T3 AR 2% R 2
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e B, A UENEES 507 B A
Hrifasshin BN bR S

TEAE 5 (1969 H H R A AU AMBI -« B S M
A 2 3& . BUERSR/ANZ B IAE TS REERS I |
WRIAC, #EC 5 M2 @EnS 8N iR
GFIK, HARMAES K AR 3k A1 AL R DA
WES 507 AFRPEMAF 28 . LR & el gt
EHSCE Feo X O T IR L IR SR A I EUA T
SCHLH NP R B8 S . Wb dd —EiE s
FBAR G &3 B AR FI AR, RS ER S
e 2 AT o [ AR A1 5 R X 3 A
WRIEABNE I will, F13E L5300 could. 4nfi 1.

1) “America’s belief in human dignity will guide
our policies, yet rights must be more than the grudging
concessions of dictators.”

(George W. Bush: Second Inaugural Address,
2005-01-20)

R 1 iz T IEASE “will 7, AR RIS
A3 1] [ 2 HPE A B . ] 1 4RI A S [ 47 Jk
KA 2 5007 AL E WS ) 5 ——3% B XA
R B AN K I (R BN VRS A B 1]
., AT AR BEIA R Al A N AR BUR R 5E BUR,
M2 B4 R AL AR e Fi8 51, X2 7 SR A9 A PR
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fE, (EBORE S §%52.
3.2. MILIAR

“XFSLANIE” P PRI S RS ST T RCEER
B, RALFEXSLE AR RN, WA, Al
R NIAEAEIRET . X SL N RN 2R )i il 4 2424
T RRIBER (Burke, 1969)1, 15 i) 12 i 4 34
IR, o A IR S T A [ AR B AR,
HMERELN R AE 5 Z X SL I & A TE R (R L n R 2 5
A ARSI ER A SR SR B TR TR S 5L
T3 SR BTN 34 38 B e 1 1) BRI [R] o % SZ AN ]
1 AR IUE R RIS S8R s 5 T
n can; FEAS BT ERA, W owill; B2
s AR B S E R, I must. X SRR
FLEeiE R MBUAEYHE R P RERDCO IR, ta 2t
A8 A% 35 6f SZ AN TR) 1 1 25 Bl i) w] DA B i 5 5
RS [F] B AR, R BT B . A 2:

2) “While America rebuilds at home, we will not
shrink from the challenges, nor fail to seize the opportu-
nities, of this new world.”

(First Inaugural Address of William J. Clinton,
1993-01-20)

a2 thig H TSR “will” Ha ek,
PEAb 2 315 25 8l [ 2 e 1 A5 3hiA . ] 2 44
B % (R 5XF 37T A A 2 5 XU 2 3k RO IR A
——E XS PR AR T T R4 B S ML R L . Rt
()0 ST AR B A S B IR, S MR AL SR
NRE WAE SR I EN =, 13 T ERS
SHRIINPRIDRE, FHURG.

3.3. fRIRIAE

M RINE” 2 R RIE IR A B TR
ARSI VR A _E o A0 R R A R S5 36 LA [ A S PR
TR AT AN FAREIRIL, AR R B2
PERIAN AR, R — e IR ) R AT R AR
EVALYNI-E SEURrPNValiib-s Ec PP (i
Wrik Nt R AN B R G, P AEmIRINE: &
MRS, Sk E RS 5ikE 800 T8
H SR “SEE A RAL, WA A A A,
WOt RE “SEE A7, G AR, IMERIFIESE
i % I\ [R] AT LA Bl 17 25 3 1] i sh 7 45 25 B3l i ok
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LB, 40 can A will. il 3:
3) “We will again be the exemplar of freedom and a
beacon of hope for those who do not now have free-
dom.”
(Ronald Reagan: First

1981-01-20)

6 3 thig Ml 75 shE “will”, BAR IR
A2 [ 2 A TS A B0 . ] 3 AR TE 8T
WEGLEEANGEEZ —HaH. BEREHEH
BUGEM B B sEp 5AE, XPRBUTS B B
HRER: HFS5BINRESSAEN, BREER
WBURFE SR B B Host 2 B i, BREEBUGAT B TSl
B, A2 7 ABRTIRE, BUF EESEE.

4. INRIELHL A TBUERIERF
BSENANARREX

4.1 BURREWHIER

BUARBE PR BUA KN —BUA M, Wk E D
MW, E4E CBUA ERM—FES, HHZU
AR A SR A S RBGA E5K, IAF A SBUE B I,
BUATEPHMAIE £ 5 MABRE . BURTEPHE —FP4r
FRIGSCUR, 5 B S I0REs, WOt &x k. B
PE. @HPERUR LS, X LR S T A 3
WREE . SR IRIE SR

TERBURTER, FAEMMEAR, B3t
(persuasion) Fl'& 1% 1% (propaganda) » #1514 1% 15 155 20 A
HAE MG R LA O A0 Ui E 5
1R NA B2 1l NI SRR — 8, A2 e
A NRNRE E AL PEEEAE T 4E 3 R 185 A 1A
s MIAVE RS 521G AR5, 5=
e e HERNFRE S, A ShiA X — 77 T K &
BAEH .

4.2. L34

I i A R LS R B SR DA, NHTIE T
SRR AR N BRI BE N LA 23 e B

4) “...the new START treaty will make our coun-
try more secure... This is a treaty that, if ratified, will
provide stability, transparency, and predictability... A
treaty that will help us track remaining weapons with an
extensive verification regime.”

Inaugural  Address,
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(New START and Implications for National Security
Programs, 2010-06-17)

5) “At the same time, we will do our part to support
their aspirations for a Syria that is democratic, just, and
inclusive. And we will stand up for their universal rights
and dignity... We will take steps to mitigate any unin-
tended effects of the sanctions on the Syrian people. We
will also continue to work with the international com-
munity... We will continue to work to achieve.”

(Remarks on the Situation in Syria, 2011-08-18)

1 4 B A BB “will 7, shAb 2 HEWA R
A5 [F Oy A BN, A ARk H R0 g s
SRR Re S kb, Wz stE, et [
I SEAHOBUT I F R G e . “will” ZIE T A b B
P BCSCRHERT 5 T, R R4 [F) ) 251X — F 4
HIA R K € . A E S S BIEhE, BESAE
HIELRAL, HERERSPZ, NmAH TR
TEYFE R I NFRIC R, AR T W Bz b (1)
WA, HAHETSh. F “will” St SLFER AT R
P, 51k 7T IL R R ) EIE AR, ] e
W BESE NBRIIRE

FEG) 5 b, “will” B8 AR T 4. 1% B “will”
MR Ta MBS E P EE 5 SR X RUR AL ]
B, AP EAER 5 A “will” fRE T HORENSE
B, FET X7 AR E bR 2 e SR, TS
M52z i3t E Hbr. H “will” Bl R 8 E,
KUHCHIRES), T ARk B, &G+,
13BN ARSCHE, AT T8 BAEPRAESS . “will” RS
RE IR X7 3L FA 2 5E, SIS NE, [F
FEIL 2] T SRR N PRI BE .

e 5 1, “We will take steps to mitigate any un-
intended effects of the sanctions on the Syrian people”,
WSSOI EIA R R, IX BERT DLBRAE g 5 T3[R
P EWL ) [E ISR, ] DLER A A oot L [R]EN Rt
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SN, TER TERR ISR N PRIIRE .

PLESEBI o BTt BT, A sCi (1 1] — BRigw] LAZS
A1 A B A% e 73 0 BOR VR E R BT 704
BUA B H BE T URYT A SCR H SEGE E5K,
BB A CEGE I, RAREIO AR E . fFBA
YRR B, 15 Bhshial 00 & kA% 38 A\ bR
X

5. 4y

>

e WA AR B R — B A — E R B ORAD
TRUESTIA L, ES5ESEKRGEIREDHTIT
FIFA SR, AT LU 45 A0 SOA iR R 1 A5 B3 A it
170 LB TR I BGATR U E i AR, &
SEEW AR BRI R], A0 AR 5 5 32 32 T D K8
Y, e RACRET SIS T K 5BUF
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