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Abstract

This paper focuses on the study of “Haole”, the discourse marker frequently placed at the begin-
ning of a sentence in a dialogue context. Based on the textual discourse research, this paper ana-
lyzes the subjective processes that occur step by step in language communications, including func-
tions such as completion, negation and concession. As a discourse marker delivering certain tone
with implications, “Haole” symbolizes a process of de-subjectivization, which means the transfer-
ring of subjectivization as well as modal sense of the speaker in a dialogue context, thus losing its
original meaning and becoming an interjection used independently.
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