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Abstract

Discourse Marker “Ni Kan Ba (#R&E)” indicates speculation or determination about the inevita-
ble occurrence of events. It is used for unrealistic events. Therefore, it is different from the simple
combination of discourse marker “Ni Kan (#R%&)” and modal particle “Ba ("&)”. It is mostly used in
conversation and its distribution position is flexible. It can be located at the beginning, middle or
end of the turn. Its pragmatics must meet two conditions: unreality and high reliability. Textual
functions include undertaking function, summarizing function and prominent interactive cogni-
tive function.
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