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Abstract

As an important theory in pragmatics, speech act theory has become one of the core theories of
pragmatics with the rise and development of pragmatics in the 1970s. Speech act theory has also
been widely concerned, applied and developed in other disciplines. Irony is a linguistic pheno-
menon in verbal communication, which is common in people’s daily communication. With the
development of pragmatics, some scholars at home and abroad have studied irony in literary
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works through the application of pragmatics theory to help people better understand irony and
its use in literary works. In the Green Book, the dialogues and statements of the characters con-
tain a lot of irony. This paper uses speech act theory to analyze the application of irony in the film
the Green Book, aiming to help the audience understand the irony phenomenon in the film, so as
to better understand the whole film.
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