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Abstract
This paper studied the news discourses about “Anti-epidemic youth” selected from English web-
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sites of Chinese mainstream media since the outbreak of the epidemic from the perspective of ap-
praisal theory by using the method of combining qualitative analysis and quantitative analysis. It
explored the proportion and specific forms of Attitude, Engagement, and Graduation resources in
the relevant news discourses, and then described the media image of “Anti-epidemic Youth” and
its construction strategies. It was found that the relevant news discourses mainly shaped the im-
age of “Anti-epidemic youth” as the ones who were full of exploration spirit, pioneering spirit, and
decisive spirit by the use of the judgment resources that combined explicit judgment with implicit
judgment, with adjectives as the main grammatical form.
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1. 318

X HE N, BL“90 57  “00 J5 7 RAERKH EHEARCEFE NN EARK:, MEETT, BIR&ME
&7 NS R AT . FEA AR EAIRIOR B T hUE B EME, BT BE RN R0 R Y
RAEEINACER FE R S, A IOH R 1 FH (B0 75 48 % S0 J SR m] oy v (R gE 4T SEAR AR (1 X 4k
HEMRELK .

MESMFIT HERAZKER, HBFREEMLR M, BHeRE R e X @RI EE.
S TH o [ i 38 (1 7 i kA, R N E R 2 T Bt SMEE R RSN E LI B, R ¢
AR ONLIE, A% EE S b i ok, X%, 2021 151) [1]. A SCIEHCE Py 3239 Rl E 5%
TR LR 8 “PUEETE” FUHEIER, MIFMEIRLA, KA EET e &0 S & 107,
ST E RPN BEUR AR A ZY, AR SOETE L, SRR SOm A AR, [EI s R A [ AR
Ko
2. IR EA
2.1. T EMNEEIR LR

RETIREIE T 0N MAAK. Halliday $35 5 & it 2575, @l LEE S KR SIE S
K, BRI R SOAGNA =R MEEE L(BHAER B AR ) Abr s AR &
X, WRRAEF I “IuIhfe” (Metafunction) (#9553, 2021: 8) [2]. Martin 4k#&Jf & & T Halliday (1
FC, K NBRA e T BIE RS SUZ H (FH, KEKE, 2016: 60) [3]. HAISFTFN H 1S (Appraisal theory)
RET VNI, RERSP TR SRS BT KBRS0, DL SR BN (R e B (%
FhJ7 2 (Martin J.R., Rose D., 2003: 23) [4], #£3)) | RETIREIE 5 5 K% T 1E N bR U ALK &

2.2. TN IBILH R

TN RGN = KIRFZSG:: /1 A(engagement), 75 J% (attitude)F12% 2 (graduation) (Martin J.R., White
P.R.R., 2005) [5]. #&JERTHE— 5 ik (affect), FIWi(judgement)Fil % ¥ (appreciation), I A BF1H]
IV RN, BB AN N A OESZ,  FIBTITE AN NBAT R R SR Gt 324y, FIrm] AR i HL
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pUE:

HIPEU bR i — 20 2 Ntk 227 AT (social sanction) F 42> %™ (social esteem), FI# PEAT N AAT N BB,
JEEVFN N NT NS EEENE . RS2 SR FEEMYIME, T ERIEER 3
THEE 200 Pt 9S00 S A 1 . W A L RE s I I B )R o 3 — 2B 43 9 IR B (reaction) < 2H %
(composition) 11 (valuation) .

MNRGW TS ERIRIE, AT 43 A G4 (contraction) X 475K (expansion) AN T R 4t SiHiEIk
45 8 35 75 WA (disclaim) 1 7 B (proclaim), 75 1A X A] 43 N 15 7€ (deny) A%} 57 (counter), 75 B S A] 43 9 — 2L
(concur). 5& ¥ (pronounce) F 3 7 (endorse), X i Y A i i B i AR KOS ANTE T, RIEBIG R TE A ]
PRI RO, e SIS A e X LM A BRI D@ i R RS R g . R
I 7K G135 B2 4 (entertain) 1 4% 5 (attribute) ,  F& A 4 51 AT 43 8 M 5 34 (acknowledge) A i iz PE 51 A
(distancing), XFi&# TKAE A N TIRLS T HAD SRS, IR gh e 15 5 o i A i B R LI ST
FERH A AR R B R 2 b, DT I 9V 2 A5 B I —Fl, AT 51RO s #5148 B2 8 Hh i 5 5 ik
LA R BB R AN S &, DRIV 2 75 S —Fh, AT 51 R0 1

P72 R TS P A NIGFLEE, W] 4y 98 #5 (force) AL R £E (focus) BiAN 1 22 48, HITWF 71T B 6 1)
SRIE . THBMIEANPRE S, WAL A BRI AR R AN R4 K AS P BRI AT A

3. MIRFFE

AHFLLL “young” “youth”  “university” ZFi 4JCE#ETE, 7E China Daily, CGTN, Global Times %%
P A TR TS Il A2, R H 2019 SRR R LARA BT T AR I 9L SCHRGE 20 F 3R 9318 i
X5, WHFiEE) UAM Corpus Tool 62e X iERHHAT VI brids, B FOB MR IE AR . A N BEE 2 2]
ZEGRIR I A AT DL R & B iEE SR K. SR E Bt A S e AMS & 100E, 'MW AE
HE T 5% DR YR ) 1 A F BN s AT 90 U P T AR ) e 7 A0 IR A4 T R 2

W NS DR B0, ik G MR ikl E: % 0, {8 UAM Corpus Tool 62e
BT VP B ARVE SN R S =00, ST B A LR IR TR A A s 2R DUSE, b,
RSP TT I R M T
4. M RGH “METE” BRI
4.1. EFRIH

BPE R VAN R G B B4y, AN 2 0 b3 B S5 Ui % I e e 0 B AR s B K,
RAEPUEE FEEAARTE R B S = ZR Tk,

e 1 AT RLEH, 18R s S IE S WU 140 4b, Hh AR ER K, (HHik 57.86%; £
BHHR 27 &b, A EEAY 19.29%. 3R EH TR G X U T AR IR DA R T AR AR ik R R RS AR (15 A
Ll B I W R A W G B AR R

Table 1. Distribution of attitude resources in news discourse

= 1 HENERDTSERRD®

eS| AR %

1 1% 32 22.86%
F i 81 57.86%
U 27 19.29%
st 140 100.00%
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4.1.1. tERRSHh

R R AL BRI O, “%@ﬁL%%ET?ET BT Tt 1 A0S JEA I R R P 28 285 1) e )
BRI (AEE, AokE, sKEERE, %, 2008: 321) [6]. fHEGEIFAN N AMIP OB, 15T
eI NE it F%@%u@ﬁﬁ,E&ﬁ%ﬁﬁi%x%%%%ﬁuk%u@oI$%&ﬁﬁam%
JEASwEn “proud” , JEILEXEIGES, & EEFFE R TED SE PR R RSN, TR ahE,
AL E TR ) B B S e B 1 R B UL A B O T WSO B A T AR R R AT BRI, B

“never bored” , L —ANKE I 7RI, I DTS F IR AT AR, -

(07— is rightly proud that seven of his family members became volunteers during the outbreak in
Wuhan...... (Yingxue Li, Young people share insights into impact of pandemic, China Daily, 2020.4.17)

1511 2: Li said he is undaunted and never bored. “I am unable to express just how proud | am and how much
responsibility | feel on my shoulders.” he said. (Xiaoyu Wang and Yingqing Li, Younger generation boosts
COVID-19 battle, China Daily, 2021.12.7)

5l 3: I’'m proud to work with other medical professionals during this vaccination drive...... (Chi-
nese-educated Cambodian doctors, students help vaccinate against COVID-19, Xinhua, 2021.4.25)

15 BRI AT LA 73 9 e e T 48 LRI AN — B ()3 2R 16 28, iR TP I VIR 2 hie i 4F
YENfid & (trigger), 513 4K (emoten) T AL B 7, J&A2 EMONE 2 B ai e FE AR,

L P — the nine-month battle against the pandemic inspired more young people to understand that one’s
life long pursuit...... (Fight against COVID-19 inspires young Chinese to pursue higher education in medicine,
People’s Daily, 2020.9.23)

1 5: In particular, their optimism inspired the teams and moved thousands of people. (China Focus:
Young generation stands out in battle with COVID-19, Xinhua, 2020.3.14)

%1 4. 5] 5 7 “inspired” “moved” SE1A I, FREIPUIE T ELEREE P4 R IR Z R, 5
fEEZER N B e “Ha” o “BUEREN” . BRI TES YRS S5 ETECE, abr
1 RIS 7 9 ) BB BB i RO IE AR ORGP M) R AR BIE
JRRAEE F 0 X 220 LK 75 4 fi i M R A i B R R RAE — D, (PR E AT R BN F B Sk

4.1.2. HIHRSTHT

W BEU R HUBE T RS L TEAE 54T TR, R BN EESUH T ANARTE R A B A B .
P ELAEAERRUE AT, TR T DAELAARGRIV AT 1 Sa % 40 B o L 55.56%, 17 0] B LA IR AT 9 7~ A0 it ot
IREVEFIWT &5 b 44.54%; FRIEVPAN BT S IEARIE 25, R PSSV AT R 6 4, (K 7.4%, PEMIE
TR 75 A, (5L 92.6%. LRI, FEPUETE FHAIE R G R, SR i
IS B PR B B AR, PRI R AN P2 5 Bk A E PR AR, T2 0 Bl AL 2 B P2 BEAT PR .

FE e PRI, PR el Gal VT B W 2k 1, X R fe B T 20 B R AT R B
SRR, LRI RIS =2, BB 280 “youthful” SRS SRR, LR E S H T
R IR DK T AT R R SRR R E N E “80 57, “T0JE7 KT “00 f57 5 “90 57 HEM
W, ln “spoiled”  “weak” & H1 T ARG S B WHE THIT 78 ) T A s 28 = 2RI B A b [ 5 4F
e S B 2 b R R B A B AR, Bl “strength”  “bravery”  “decisiveness”  “determination” I
“adaptive” %%, FELEI A S 44 IIEETIRE, Wl 6. H1 7. 18

5] 6: “Though we are less experienced and appear a little youthful, our advantage is that we are faster at
learning new skills and more adaptive to new environments.” (Xiaoyu Wang and Yingging Li, Younger gener-
ation boosts COVID-19 battle, China Daily, 2021.12.7)
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5] 7: Rather than the usual stereotype of the post-90s generation, considered spoiled and weak, they

showed many excellent qualities, such as strength, bravery and decisiveness...... (China Focus: Young genera-
tion stands out in battle with COVID-19, Xinhua, 2020.3.14)
1511 8: “Chinese young people have power, which has been proved by our actions when facing disasters,”......

(Yugiao Ji, China’s college students and their idols share online lecture about COVID-19 prevention and control,
Global Times, 2020.5.11)

FIARTHER W, &N T INCAE € W TIE 16T, 38 BRI s &R ACR, A
TR S22 175 AR 30 1) o J57 -5 00 5 ) O LT G iR Z0T B, 4] 6 HP i) “youthful” SEVEASRR i 5 75 4F 55 Bl
U S SRR A A R AR AW BRI o AT W, PO SRR R TR B =S T, o
T 7 A2 SIS BOAR BOR A, o 0SSR XE RO BE IS BT HR R A, =S TR AR RN A I B TR Wk ok, e
DASE — s DGR IR B B S B EE AN B XRS5 0 R AR TP 5 R AR TE Grp ot

FERS LA 77 T, PRI 8 I AR 10 (token) SRR, TAME B P 25 1] 544 i) B R, BIDAHELA
FI5E fe AR e TR R B T Bk R, 8 BT IR MR, WEon NERAH IR VERS . S
& 9. B 10, FEG] 9 R LLE R, U H EPIE IS B0 5 R ARSI, A T TER &
FFEBIAEH O ZGE, MRABFEABRALRHES, BT BRI AR R EAR R 5, Bk I 5%
VR HIPUR T FIE RN, I DR 78 2 W B3 U5t 2t A0 R ) 32 R A g o 55 TE A J

] 9: ... signed up to be a volunteer amid the outbreak, though she was initially afraid to let her parents
know. (China Focus: Young generation stands out in battle with COVID-19, Xinhua, 2020.3.14)

1 10: Among the over 40,000 medical workers who were sent to aid Hubei from across China, about
12,000 were born in the 1990s or even after 2000...... (China Focus: Young generation stands out in battle with
COVID-19, Xinhua, 2020.3.14)

T I FUPE R A S AR TR T A O B S AT O B E, FTRLEH “90 /57 . “00 /57 &
28 AR SO IR OO, AR T A AR I B A U i, XSO TN R R 2 KA R
o [ 5 AR I AR ORI ) 288 B R ke . FOEN], R EEEER . AW, AHEY,
RE LAHT T S 15 0 55 705 e Ca TR AR SR PR K

4.13. ERSH

ANF TG R G AR BT R 8 1 2 KB, S5O VR S A AR R GE,  FEDUEEAE ST T
Farh, BEARGEEIEN “HESeaiung” , Attayul. SR L N =38, 73508 %V (reaction).
2H Jik (composition) F1 4/ {E (valuation), 3 e v B2 3E 10 4, (5 37%; 4L EIL 8 4, itk 29.63%:
PMEZIEIL 9 4, ALk 33.33%.

5] 11: We know that our job is at high risks of infections, but we’re still keen to work on it...... (Chi-
nese-educated Cambodian doctors, students help vaccinate against COVID-19, Xinhua, 2021.4.25)

122 ... protect our people against this highly contagious disease...... (Chinese-educated Cambodian
doctors, students help vaccinate against COVID-19, Xinhua, 2021.4.25)
5l 13: ... tell touching stories of young people who are fighting the deadly virus...... (Yugiao Ji, China’s

college students and their idols share online lecture about COVID-19 prevention and control, Global Times,
2020.5.11)

il 14: ... has pitted it in a tough and protracted battle against...... (Xiaoyu Wang and Yingqing Li,
Younger generation boosts COVID-19 battle, China Daily, 2021.12.7)
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i 12, 4] 13 FTLUE H, G HOHT [ 15 T 2 RS PG 3 B m) T dm R A T, B4
() 98 55 55 fa B R B I E Ik, FEL R E R R R RIES, I T “deadly” “highly transmissi-
ble” “highly contagious” 2% Jui i) & A 7E6H 11, 1 14 FR S A 7 R X — SR 52 ma 13 1
I BRIR, BHUEFEN TIES T “at high risks of infections” F1 “tough and protracted ” 2% 7 G 6 72 &
W e o N ZSREF TR A mr W, ARG BT 9 5 4 AR B S8 2 A4S 5 (1
W, DL AT FE TS F P02 TARE LI ki & SO AN B, 5 BRI B 0 MRS R SRR
SRYELE IR T T B AR B AR IS P e R, 2 AT R 2 TR AN AT R i —
SRR, S TR Y A B SR A IE A E S B 2R S T AR R R R S, 7E 140 SRR,
HETEA LA 121 4b, [ EE 86.43%, AT JE 25 1] (R 155 04 rh 1 H 30T e P 4 BT 4

4.2. ANEIBTH

WNRGFAERIR, ATEL 0 TE USSR 5 0TS 5K T 15T 5 G 55 40 A 1 -5 182 S0 3
T, B NG IRTE SR U 75 - AR Y G S5 13- T 15 0 T 15 FE 5 T A

M7 2 ATLEH, ERTIEAANESRIE 99 &b, WHEYfE S5 HEIRgE R AT . WiET ik
51 4b, itk 51.52%, o] 44 &b, g8 7 4k RHEYE 48 Ab, i EL 48.48%, HrbAil 39 &b, FEEH
9 Abo RBHUEHUE R LR T Y G 5 248 S U S DO L3 B, IF BAEA K&+
YESIR, IR AT THuE & F A R 1B % 5118,

Table 2. Distribution of engagement resources in news discourse

2. FENERTNANERD

eVl BIR kb=

FERIN 39 39.39%
g 4

75 9 9.09%

ol 7 7.07%
HEY K

#5751 44 44.44%

Mt 99 100.00%

4.2.1. IHEWHE S
X TES A F A AR, IR AR SRVF MO R B 4 5 e — e AR ], Xt
BT s WARAE B PR SO SR 5 A7 A, XA I TR (B e, 2017: 58) [7].

5l 15: “The pandemic cannot sweep away friendship, good will and exchanges of ideas and knowledge,”

Xiong said. (Yingxue Li, Young people share insights into impact of pandemic, China Daily, 2020.4.17)

5] 16: “But | have come to realize that amid an outbreak, no position is insignificant.” (Xiaoyu Wang and
Yingging Li, Younger generation boosts COVID-19 battle, China Daily, 2021.12.7)

5] 17: “But there are no difficulties that cannot be overcome,” A Nian said, ... (Young Chinese woman’s
touching experience during COVID-19 lockdown moves readers, Global Times, 2020.11.8)

il 15, 1 16, B 17 AHUEF TGN g HiEr, A “no” “cannot” & B TS i€ 1] Fl

“insignificant” AT 5RZITE & B A BEA T RS AE 9] 15 TN “ s AT DATRIR A 7 AL, AR T

SR e, PUETFAE ST A B 16, B 17 #LL “but” VE NS S, A HPIRE E. §l 16 ik “fH
R ANE L, SR DN, BT R T R R E R, DU H T R A R .
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il 18 J& H BT I AE FEIPURE E 5, ARG B INAEAN TR, 78 70 R L ThDof R HE RS (1 B8 <, SR Bt
W BT 5 SRR b 5

TERHE R TP A 75 W R I TE R R RIS B RE, Wnf) 18 th i F9R M BEYR “believe” ,
—HRIE “actually” , FLAHTE B T RGO R R, i TR LT IR [ R A
TORERE PRIV R AT, A0 E ) [] BN AN T s S

51 18: “1 believe we human beings can get through disasters together.” (Young Chinese woman’s touching
experience during COVID-19 lockdown moves readers, Global Times, 2020.11.8)

%1 19:  “Actually, we are no different from the previous generation.” (China Focus: Young generation
stands out in battle with COVID-19, Xinhua, 2020.3.14)

IR TR, R A R R S A SRR AR D, R TR B AR W TR P A 5
FIERATE, $EETEiE AT IR IE S A IEE. &SRS AR EA B E R E 1 “no” “never” 4
SEIILTRVEDIRE, BB A BIAE B “in fact”  “actually” “5[# € i 15 SE I .

4.2.2. JEY KRS

SCH RS SR PR R S IR i 2, HEit 44 4b, i Ek 86.27%, HAE — b AE i G
ik, HAER kD) “said” “believes” “according to” 251 E4% 5] AP 4 43 NIEE, M szl
HPESIR, A HES R, &5 TiEE I S AT EEE . R e R R N — R
T8, VISR S i e BLSE G . R BGE R b 7 b s BRdE, Ao 20:

5] 20: “So, | think with all these resources, Hong Kong stands a good chance of getting through this pan-
demic.” (Willa Wu and Jingqi Xue, Young doctor flies home to help fight coronavirus, China Daily, 2022.3.17)

WAL 5 FHTRE T AE XS B T A HEDN, B I “think” R —Fh 20 BRI L, 1 BTE ST BT
BT, FHEE LA B, REU0E NIRE, BT o BEAE AL BB A PR R AR = A,
FO 1l 2 ()45 LAY JiE

AL, PR A ST B8 o 8 e 1 WS el R U A8 P [ A SO IR R A B A, 51
B, WAHEEE AR ERE, I B REISHXEY R, SIANKEIRE S, S m Rty
XA FEAHSCHT I ARAE T, R UCAE H A5 B 5 AR SR AN T 4F G BT AT, R INOR 2 AR B
SR PURET TG TG B I0E R T S R

4.3. REGFRIH

RERGRENEE SN0 R, BB SRR S RE, AT REHER
TSR, HREEPUEEAMA. B R 25 nsa 7 H /e .

7 3 ATLAEH, FrEBuEE b KREMHER S REH RIS, Hhiaiaimst 51 &b, gz
BEUR ) 65.38%; FAEIL 27 4k, (HEE 34.62%. FILAEH, X TE SR FEETC RIEEH, W IEE
WA BN G T AT R

Table 3. Distribution of graduation resources in news discourse

3. FENERTREZRD

g3 B b
EH 51 65.38%
R 27 34.62%
it 78 100.00%
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4.3.1. BHSH

TE RS FEIEE (19 N BRI (B 15 AR B R 01E = R UE, 03— & BRI EAT 2 . (X
%, ey, 2004: 20) [BIFERARMEH P 73 ALK B BAETE X b nT PAIX 43 38 B 1) 4 1] 5
i, gl 21, 1 22:

5l 21: Many young doctors, nurses, and rescue workers rushed to the front line at the risk of their own
lives. (Yuan Sha, The spirit of China’s Youth Day is more relevant than ever, CGTN, 2020.5.4)

5] 22: ... they were enthusiastic about their ever-clearer plan to develop a simple test for all. (COVID-19
test kits from young Chinese scientists are promising, CGTN, 2020.6.19)

FEG) 20 FAEH T “rush” 3X—HR e I R B R SR B T AR YU I B R, “rush” AR
BT “go”  “join” A& [F] 1A Fr A4 A ARVESEANSR A, FRILH B T AR I i AR SE, T b
FERPR T, SRR A W B3 (Y BURE T A7 Y B BIORS P ST SRS o, BRI R BN AE B ar ik, S
ESEMEE. mE 22 PRI “ever-clearer” , MI#T “clear” #fk TiES, B HUEHE
TERZ A I ST B A SCRE 7 T BB R I, N BATE R0 132 2h A3 771X —FF £

432. BESH

RAE IR T R ANGE 73 2 125 2 B, 8 B Bl @) 1a] i o1 =, 4ot 23,41 24 o “significantly ”
5 “eventually” {8 .

5l 23: ... the number of high school graduates who expressed interest in medicine jumped significantly
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Fight against COVID-19 inspires young Chinese to pursue higher education in
medicine, People’s Daily, 2020.9.23)

5 24: “The haze of the epidemic will eventually dissipate.” (Xi’an youth fight COVID-19 resurgence with
tech, togetherness, Xinhua, 2022.1.1)

1l 23 fi¥ B “significantly” $A AT 4 150 B B 25 22 1 B MG O, Y DA i FL A A4 T G e ) 2
BRFGR, 5] 24 M AR GUE S RIS R AR T FE A HF S A EN 1.

BHRHAI, NTIERAT AR SRR 2, FEERA R BHASCIEEDIRE, UL R IPUE
FHAFER B S, R VAW RREA BN 43 3 5 BAR R SUB HORS A s F B PR IR E R
5. 457

AHEFENPFAT BRI AL, XPEUE 2019 4F LU R P AU BEAA S ST 1) 20 F P 48 AR 8T Rl R JE
PP BEIREAT LT, Wil o A BB, S N BRI S 22 BRI AT L) Sk s B o itk
FEPURE T F AR R T 1, AR SE R 3 2R S R G AW R S, DLE YA 5 B e AR 45
a7 EBR AN T EEESBE N, RIS E LM, BIERZAE . TR & ok
Fat . N N RGN ZE RGN RO, S A J5 0 5 DB B 5 5 1 9 BRI A 5 Bl
PESIR A T ARIEE], DR TR T F AL R, DG sk i s WAL RZE77 1 &
SLE R A B S TR U SR TR R S s S S NGRS, X U SR AT R AT s 5 A
Feo ABETEHT 1 HAH EE TR SN R I R, IFABRIRR R BRI 5iEEAS
FEAXEETT IRV T PURETT E AT S ems, 1 BEACHIE AU fiE AU T R BODE R b JS Bl B8 22 75 47 ¢
Gtz S ESE R, HOAMEXIMETER R RER .

S5 3Hk
[1] 5K, XUBE. SPUEERRLA o 50 G0 A A 8 A —— T R 35 R AR R 20 T
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