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Abstract
Compliment is one of the essential speech acts in everyday life. Many studies have demonstrated
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gender differences in complimenting acts and compliment response strategies. However, few
studies have been conducted with Chinese postgraduates and few papers have explored the dif-
ferences in complimenting intentions between men and women. In this study, questionnaires
were designed, distributed and collected through the “Wenjuanxing” platform from postgra-
duates in several universities in Hunan. Based on the 76 valid questionnaires collected, through
data comparison and analysis, this study found that: 1. Women compliment more frequently than
men, and women are more willing to give compliment to women; 2. Respondents tend to regard
complimenting as an expressive speech act, i.e. the purpose of complimenting is to express emo-
tions or attitudes; 3. Women are more likely to accept compliment from others than men, while
men refuse compliment because: a. They think it is not in line with reality; b. They want to main-
tain modesty.
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1. 5]

FR%% (complimenting) & H % bR A T8 1) — K F1BAT N, #UCRRE “2iEE 7”7 [1]. Holmes
WA, B —MEIBAT R, € HEREEEE I i MR s (A Fr e, Ry ShREE)EAT ik
#[2]. tR¥E Nelson & S, FRERIE]RE —Ff O3k ERGEIRL, RIFRHEI)HS2 38 W B H X AR T %
M[3].

RGN BIWEFE, PIEE A A, BE Y 5. Wl U RS R IA A . B2
MR FE2HACEUEH, BRI, PRI FREE RN RIS & T AR E R . (HEL
Hh AT LA AR TN R A D, kA, DER RS B E RS R R E R . Bk
SCHE DL AR 0] 2 T SAE A 0 AL SO B e, R HH 55 I A o MEAE R AR | e T DA S R % [ 5 55 s
22 S PR LR N o IR B 55 R L VEAE R B AT A FIR e 52 S 7 T ) 22 e, 1) DAAE— @ FEFE |
PRV, WS AEAS B A R AR
2. EipEA

A SCHGAE T AT AFIALS R U BV ME L R AT AR AT Dy S [ 7 SR s 1) Al 22 e W
2.1. FiBITHER
TBAT NEL A HPEE T2 5K John Austin $2H . Austin $8H, A & 1B AT A H = AMT N4,
BAE: Z W4T N(locutionary act). = 4MT A(illocutionary act)Fl S Ji5 47 v (perlocutionary act). X =/MT
R R BEE UE AT A I SRR IE YA AR EIAT s @ UE S AT N, B E Y
KAk [4].

7 Austin [ E:Ail -, il 5=2E John L. Searle XJ & B AT NEW AT 7122k 4R S AMT AR B
WHEARERE, Searle ¥ F1HAT NN T 52K, Eimald: #iAFK (assertives). 154 F(directives).
%2 (commissives) . ik 2 (expressives) Al H 15 35 (declarations) . [ 5 iE 47 A 2 BRid 3 se sl fh ik

ik

i
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Y, FRARF BT AN HE AL iE AR, AT S BT N IE A B X R RSk AT
SE AT RIERFEAT NGB P ERIEEG AR B515 K5 BT N80 & 8 vl 1% 71 ok B Z1
AAL[5].

2.2. FLEREN]

Leech FOALZRIEIN I ZEALFE NI, EAI 08 1. SR RIS AAT R A R
PR AR AL 2. BRI SR xt B CfaEAL s R AT E SRR 3. B R
TGP BT RE AR . 4. BB R4 E SRR RS HKTE D
MIEIE. 5. BRI RA%E D EMAKARER; RAOSKSMARAREL. 6. FHIW: R4
NI NI PGS s IR A3 KA [ 5 [6] -

3. fiRA*%
R EAE A SN By DRI R 3 A B AT R 3R
3.1. FARMR R

B “HER” TG, AUTORBOMCERS] TR BN ITE RS TR OR SRS LTl e R 76 4
Wi AR RS A SR, Bk, Lk 38 44, Hh S i G M A& R a0 A R A EE E
PN TN [ NI

ASCRE T AT LU AR 7 1) AL

1. VAN PR FEAAERR BRI . AR O A AR ?

VANV I8 e LA O 6 S R R ) iR s o L 1T s i € R T VA

3.2. PELEERIT

XFFRRBEAS, AT TR AT I 1A LA e R A TR A BB S 1 24 3), IETRHZ AR /N 2
BERE AT, FARIEIESE 5 A JEFWHE. %, — K. R WA &E BT 2 45 R E 28 LUy
R RIUR, W AR X5 7r, AT XRL L 7. AT S BUEBOR, AR

FRAE G UL AR RAPRL K B 32, A SCUAN PR B B4 AR O (i Ay B0 7 R
TR, PR AN SFX TG RIBEGE s S (A ERMR) . Bk, RTREEEIMEE, R
FEA P (LI R 6 7): 6. ARFRBEI A SR AT BE S « ABLERT 77 58 OREAT S (0 A5 SR T7 REBURIT BK,
REZ X ITEREAT); 7. AR N R R T REAE . AT KM Ao P I v B — B, B 0% AT RETE /I
SR, BAREIIEEE 5 4 AWRE. AaE. B JLPAERE. ARTE. ZE A R A AR
REZRG LUK NI, “BeATTRE” XN 6 70, “AA” XL 1 7y IS & AR BB EE
B, WL S AR R AR R B AR O

X PR (] L SR I A 5 6F ) 2 ) R 2O BRI i (L B St 9), BT - 3252 (Jkilf . 1]
BIEFRESE), (AN ABFSE), AL N eE SR, oh, ZBUS IR E Bk Z ., HIN
KN T BV E A FIPRE O] NS A SRR . Vi e R X, A RGUK E shisk
Few) 9.1 M, W2 UjFIERE T MIEK, RIXFEFEREIESRE 3 4> PR RIER NPT
N, ERMEESZET 7 s REARBMAM A Wb I, HARCGZ U7 T AT IR INA ). E#% “98
g7 FIEthaBbEe R 9.2 @, IR E RIS 3 4 YO NIRRT G SLbrtE il B
HAh (32053 7T EATIRIH 7). -
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i <R T SRR RS2 Tkt B B Excel RIEAT S
4. BR51118

SO LTS FI () 76 45 1) 25 VA 45 AR SER, X 5 4t R A M LE AR AMRAT Iy R % [ 57 55 W% | 5
2 ST TR 6
4.1, MBEITHRNMINER

AN B R A RR TR . R R RIS T AR IR 22 AT R i
411 MBEMEPENES

KRBT 3T HEM S, W1, B2, B3, EEMENSNENT TRZ0E s
W L FIPE 2 (A RO FR R . e 2 (T AR R o B0 2 BRSBTS S R (S 3, i e

WANE” X5 4r, AR KR 1 4. WA E FBUEFOR, D B AR AR st ek sy . AR AR 0 AT
VERE S WL 1k 2.

Table 1. Complimenting frequency of male and female

F 1 B ERRRERER S

A A 2 — % 1R MA Mt [l CER
B 7 14 15 2 0 38 3.68
itk 9 24 5 0 0 38 411

M LR, O MERIARPEIR (4.10) i T F PRI FR A% (3.68) -

Table 2. Same- and cross-gender complimenting frequency

2. RIMEMF M Z BRIFREE SRR ST

JEH A G — R MA Mt ik 3 H A
H-5 7 13 14 3 1 38 3.58
5 -4 5 13 18 2 0 38 3.55
-1 9 27 2 0 0 38 4.18
-5 0 8 16 13 1 38 2.82

72 2 MOS8 BT, B RR M (R (3.58) P15 (3.55) MR K BUM A . ARTIT, bk b 16tk
T M B T % R . (4.18 VS 2.82)

412 MBEEENEINESR

ABE T 2RI EER G 6. 8 7): 6. FRFRE R AT Be g AR J5 5 A
Hy 7. IRFREEAI R AT B AR . PIREAY BIXE BL 5 AMT AR 48 22K 5 1B AT NI R IA KRGS
1709, BIULIEH 4 TUriEE PRV N 1 ik MOt il 28 7 RIA T S, &EESE).

A AL TN A FE ) BRI IEUE, W “WeETRE” MR 5 4y, “ARTHE” WM 1 4. 4
THE BB R, W50 BH 52 15 3 PR 4 1 2 B B vl B A ik AT ARG K. a2 ud, JE it bR
SR WU, TTULE A2 U B TSR E MR M B BT AR R RIE R FIBT N R E AT
REMERNI S AL 3, 3 4:
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Table 3. Results of question 6
F3 FEoMFIUER

A AT fE H AT RE — JUFATTRE  AATRE IS8y Tt 73
Bk 9 15 11 2 1 38 3.76
ik 8 21 7 2 0 38 3.92
Bk 17 36 18 4 1 76 3.84

Table 4. Results of question 7
T4 BTEFUHER

IR AT RE — JUP A BE ANTTRE Mt Ty &1
Ttk 11 22 3 2 0 38 411
Ltk 16 22 0 0 0 38 4.42
Mt 27 44 3 2 0 76 4.26

MPEAN ) ) S AR BUE G, 5 7 ST E1E (4.26)F T-55 6 f5(3.84), X i3 B o [E F 7 A i ) T4
FREEMN — M RIERFIEAT R, W58 KRR H 208 1 Rk | ORI RS .

MMERNZE S MEERE, 5 7 BRRELSS R, UM BE@.42)5 T 5 IkH4.11), Btk
ZUIEWIETUE T “WATRR” M “FrrEe” b, TSR VI FERRECA G XU Lotk L B
S AT BERE AR By — P B I AT g o T JH v ey S D] A ARV Ao B R SRR o g 3V ) T T
B PRI R I i AF A R B 1) BT SR 2R B0 R 1 TR 25381 (W1 nice, good, beautiful, pretty, wonderful,
great) A1 2 A s & XK EE (G0 really, wonderfully, tremendously), ZePEfEBEAT BRI 218 ] X L8 ia]7C
RFRIEWATE 7] SOBBTMN S, oMkt B MUK, LA 58 115 B 7 SR AR R R IA Itk
TP 0 JERSZ

4.2. FR¥E[E R SRR HI MR =

HHE Wardhaugh B0 s, FREEAT 942 — itk % %5 45 #4) (adjacency pair structure) . & Ui, FREEIX—
FABAT NS S KA S5 BIN[8] o AR SCKEFREE [0 B S mE 7 452 . fa4a. ANIEHEFIN, FkHAE N
9 M=ANET, HER T2 UEXN T ARBERIEIR TR AT TRV #FIEREE <2 B “4E4”
MR, S T B, MR Ui A IR B B, A BB R 9.1, W IR R B R
WG RN [FRE, 2kt g i, RESBEERIN 9.2, HAKEE L R4S WE 5

Table 5. Results of compliment responding strategies

5. FREEEIR RERRITEAR

% Nz NEEZAEIN it
Bk 20 (52.63%) 9 (23.68%) 9 (23.68%) 38
ik 33 (86.84%) 3 (7.89%) 2 (5.26%) 38
Bit 53 (69.74%) 12 (15.79%) 11 (14.47%) 76

IR ZE AT H, KEZHZVI#(69.74%) K2 50& . (HEMMER ZRIAERE, 2 90%H Lotz
Vi B M AN RIFREE, R KA L B2 058 S82 0 NIFRSE . XA 35 Holmes AT AT
REERERAAF . R Holmes IWFFE, 66%I1) T 12 154 Fl 62%1 Lot 52 U5 & R HL T 8252 3R IE 9]
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TH RGN, DRI, ARSORE X RR B (B SRS 1 22 S kAT 2D TR .

SRR S ANFRR I JRRBURIR] . fEiE “352” MAFRBR 32158, 96.97% ) L kAN
90% ) S PR PR RS I IO NBRAZAEAT O, AT H AR5

BT RZYTHERLEMIRE, B LN 2 WA ER . k2058 G AL N Rt 2
RORFFHERE . 0B VEIR AR 1 SR A4 2 s AT B U NIIRRBE AT S BLSE: 2. fih1(4 )48
IREFURE -

MBS, BATAT CLE G 5 AN AE [ SRS il — 2822 5, 58—, WL B A A fE
R W, UTE SR B R R A AR V2 NBRAAE [ (IR 3 5 84T . 2R =,
MRS VT E AR AR O I T AR OR SRR 10 55 PRS2 U5 B AR SR 2 R A RO AL B T AR OR KRR
W2 bk, BERZVH R T LR, A A AR .

5. &

AHIF 7T AR 2 17 25 1 7 2R 2 1 980 R 3 43w A A i AF 7 AR BRSP4 T R A ] S SR o 3 S Xt A
) I GE T 25 AT LRECRI o0 iT s A SCOR IS MR L MEAE R AT . B s I R [l 2 SR b A7 (E
—EMZE R B, WPEAE HH ARG B 5 I S ) s Al AR, (B e RS T RIPERR . B
b, G 53 SR T BRI S AR AR IR M AT IR, DR e P ) TS R A SR A R R (T 2 1]
A, T ELABATTE 5 TE USRI A . A PRS2 A N FR B B P RE M i = T 55 1 (86.84% VS 52.63%),
PHILFRE RN 1L NIRRT EISE, 2. fRIFHEE.
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(R N AT B E i S
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AN TETH 9] 7 B A 1% R

9.1, WURIEFE A, BIEFEH A NFRIE I SR B 5047 7T g2
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Hofth
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Hofth
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