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Abstract

There are three types of usage of the auxiliary word “De” (ff)) at the end of a sentence in the Suining
dialect: “De,” (#.) forms a comparative focus sentence; “Dey,” (b)) represents a new change in the
situation; and “De.” () describes an ongoing event. Their usage is as follows: “De,” () is similar
to its usage in Mandarin, where it can form contrastive focus sentences, but with slightly different
conditions; The usage of “Dey” (Hy) is similar to that of “Le;” (7 2) in Mandarin, but it cannot be used
to describe objective truths or express moral opinions; it must ensure the coherence of event devel-
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opment; “De.” () carries an affirmative meaning and can only describe events that are currently
happening or likely to continue happening. Modern Chinese dialects and Mandarin share similarities
and have their own characteristics. This article starts with a comparison between the Suining dialect
and Mandarin, providing a detailed analysis of the usage of the particle “De” (f]) at the end of sen-
tences, which offers a reference for in-depth research on the grammar of Northern Mandarin di-
alects.
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Table 1. Summary table of the usage of the sentence-final particle “De” in Suining dialect
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