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Abstract

Adverbs of attempt are adverbs that embody the speaker’s subjective evaluation of the degree of
willingness to exert effort on an action, for example “attempt, try, endeavor and strive”. These ad-
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verbs of attempt have semantic characteristics such as unreality, purpose intention and subjectiv-
ity. There are differences in language force within adverbs of attempt: as hedges, some attempt
adverbs speech level difference is weak, which can help the speaker avoid face damage and attract
criticism; As boosters, the other adverbs speech level difference is strong, when the speaker’s de-
sire or intention to achieve the action is strong, in order to ensure that the desire or suggestion is
effectively implemented, they often choose “endeavor, strive” to modify the strengthening tone. In
addition, most of attempt adverbs are used in the context of expressing positive emotions, but
“endeavor” is sometimes used in the context of expressing negative emotions.
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Table 1. Formal verification of Attempt Adverbs on “unreality”
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Table 2. Formal verification of Attempt Adverbs on “purpose intention”
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Figure 1. Difference of Attempt Adverbs in language force
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Table 3. Contextual analysis of attempt adverbs
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Figure 2. The difference of Attempt Adverbs in emotional intensity
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