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Abstract

As a modal particle, “ba le” in Chinese originated in Ming Dynasty. It is the result of the lexicaliza-
tion and grammaticalization of the verb “ba” and the verb “le”. In the Ming and Qing dynasties, it
has four modal meanings as a modal particle: one is to express the decision to do so; Second, it
means to say things in a small way; Third, it means dissuasion, suggestion or request; The fourth is
to express contempt and negation. On the basis of exploring the development track of the modal
word “ba le”, this paper focuses on analyzing its four modal meanings, which is of great signific-
ance and value for us to understand and use the word “ba le” correctly.
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