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Abstract

There are an increasing number of people in the present world who are suffering from negative
emotions (distress, pain, etc.). Emotional support can bring about colossal physiological and emo-
tional benefits. Comforting, a kind of speech act, also falls into a type of emotional support, exist-
ing widely in daily life. In this paper, the research on comforting speech act in China is reviewed
from the aspect of comforting definition, felicity conditions of comforting speech act, comforting
strategies, contrastive study of comforting speech act as well as adaption analysis of comforting
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speech act. Using qualitative analysis, the present paper takes comforting speech act as the key
word and searches relevant literature on CNKI. Finally, a total of 20 domestic literatures are ob-
tained which includes journal literature and master’s thesis. Through this review, it is aimed at
helping interlocutors enhance their understanding of the comforting speech act and performing it
more appropriately as well as reducing their pragmatic failures and improving their pragmatic
competence.
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