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Abstract

In order to solve the shortcomings of spinel lithium titanate (Li4+Tis012), such as poor conductivity
and low rate capacity, lithium titanate nanocrystals anode materials are prepared using two-step
ball milling combined with two-stage solid-phase sintering (referred to as two-step method)
with TiO; as the titanium source, Li,CO3 as the lithium source, and glucose as a carbon source .
The prepared samples are characterized by means of XRD, TEM, Laser particle analysis, EIS and
charge/discharge measurement. The results show that the lithium titanate prepared has a size of less
than 50 nm and the average particle size is less than 150 nm, which possess excellent electrochemical
performance. The discharge specific capacity reaches to 168 mAh/g at 0.1 C, and the reversible spe-
cific capacity are 154 mAh/g, 149 mAh/g, 145 mAh/g, 140 mAh/g and 134 mAh/gat1C,3C,5C, 7 C,
and 10 C, with the specific capacity retention rates of 90.5%, 88.6%, 86.3%, 83.3%, and 79.8%. The
sample prepared by the two-step method can effectively suppress the grain growth and agglomera-
tion during the synthesis process, improving the electrochemical performance of lithium titanate.
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1. 5|

G S el SN P e = R = V5 2 | RN 1@ L TR 1 N2y D SN o o) R A =2 B - e M N %
IR 2 K AN AT BRI — 40 [1] [2] [3]. BbAh, BRESTHARA B2 ROA T e F AR BIOK
BH 6 & HL sl 1R KOS BB [4] [5). SR, MEIAAF M, 2 A 22 RIMIG A 2 28 o 0 J oA i b4 e ek f 58 s
IR Y KSR B, BYIFEIFRAA K G, @SR AEN R 2 2R k. R
FERRRARGAR N “BNAR” KL, FERBOEE R P AR LR A 210[6]: 556, EREREE N fubobt Rl
TR, AR AN 155 V (vs Li/Li®), MELL=AERR S, BARE e tEGE7] [8]. Kk,
ERERHE 52 4 T LLRCN T — AR AR A e bR . (U, ARBREEM AL T 3R (~107" S/m) % E L/
WAL RIS A BRI, X2 P EOLAE R A BAR[O]-[14]. JEH, BRI A AL 2R e 32 2l ja/ NTRE R
~t, RIAEEREMRIS IR EGE o S R~ 38 2R R B URL A R Iy S 9K R SO OK
MNITZE KT Li A 5 26 42 1 36 in LE 3R T AR(SSA), $m LiTiy SR 2[15]. B0, Yu FHE %S % 75
FRIERIRAE, BREREEIIRIAE £ 300 nm [16]. 2 M7 32 B i 7E SRR A 1 2 0. 78 5 HA RH (9] an B b4
BHL7] [18] [19] [20], SHEREWI[21]5)Kfem FHME. thoh, EIEREA R Hl Sk A R,
A 5 1) 5 K R 46 . LTI B AR [17] [18] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] . 4445 24 3= Bl it 5] N AR FHES
FEURSEAN B Rk f b 2= R [27] [28] [29] [30]

WS M B TR R 2, B AR, KRGk, B - B . Hoh [ A2 —F e o,
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R BAS ) 46 7325, Tolb Fod s SR X P 7 VA 4 AR, Refs KL B A=, R SRR 7 Ak
BRI TEZ — . BAHRAETEGRG, FERIERAGE R, Soh R RESE D], RAEEE K S
WOKSL, XS LiTMITRe g4 38 N, LaRTIARGE /N, AT PR T R ER B i Bk 2 Ve e . A B FUR DR
PR 55 Al A2 A5 T LA ZE et i R rp b K o i i [ AR 46 T LigTisO/C E A 44RL il
FAESITRAER 0.1~1 pm, EIRRIARTE—EFEE LA P>, (HR R0 RS RUESRA 5], Ho ik
BB AR AFETE, 76 0.1 C AR T EH KB A RN 163 mAh/g [16]. FIHFEAHIESI & T LigTisO-f1 52
IHEEMEL, B2 EMRRAREHIZE 500 nm Zids, (Ha2 A=A, el R iEMkRe 2, A8
PR[31]. BhAh, AT I Ik ek S ) A 2R SR A fhi AR K, NIk, TN AR R B R 4 T AR
FRAE, Z57F 500°CIRIE 4 h R )5 EHETHE 750°CfE 16~20 h, KREKERER fiki R ~F F4 & 500 nm /245, H.
RLRSFAIRT 35, (B2l bR R A, R M B Rrem[32]

A SO ERFRAR AT AR AU, SR 20 BR B T & P B 405 Y 1) 4% 1 P AR SRR R SR AR k. BT AR [
WA, SRR AL R R IR R, I HLG5 EE, IXFELE T RER S I R 4 WA S AR
FOR, BB — et Ja S HSREAT IR EREE , SRS FREAT 36 R4, DU R I RT3 Sk, e
WG FEMH SRR Ak, A T ISR S B R RE, DR HAN IS B 1 AR AR S R,
DM HE A RN G35 5) . R X SHRATIAC JEHBE H7E7e il i A DL R R A A 2 A il 3R AE
ERFRE I M B b rLAL 2 PERE

2. SIS IRAE
2.1, YHKEABERSRA NI

ERERAR YK 5 (AR L 20 et 25 5 PV BRI T 21 & 10, I LU TR [ TiO, (99.8 wit%), Li,COs
(99.5 wt%) A1) & B (CsH1206-H,0, AR EEL. 5 5G, KRR INEI LK LB rh, [ty 1.5, K
HE TERENL(VB0.3Q, FRHAERAIAKAFR A F])H LA 2000 r/min FIEHBTEE 2 /N G K IR R
ILUETFAE 80°C N TR 12 h SRR AW 2RI BURHE S0 e 2 50U P ABUGE AEAT 26— Ibe sl
= R TUBGE K R P R — 2 BRI A RE I T K 2B, FEEREEHLPATEE 2 /N, SR E IR
B 12 /. B, RS B ET IR AR T 750 CHERE 4 h, S RIERANE . P BORE A
W 1 pos, VEARRH] AR I s 1 Fos.
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Figure 1. Experimental flow chart
B 1. LERIEE
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Table 1. Table of preparation conditions for final samples

=1 RAHENEIEEER

RN JREHH A BRI RER B ess(h) SRR (h)
LTO-8h TiO; Li,CO; Glucose 2% 1 8 0

LTO-4h-4h TiO; Li,CO; Glucose 1% x 2 2 4 4

LTO-6h-4h TiO; Li,CO; Glucose 1% x 2 2 6 4

2.2. AR

Yt B R EURFR P AT R, PVDF 1 Z 4 B (LTO:PVDF: Z 6k B = 8:1:1)7E NMP HHiR S, RG2S
BEARE L, BEETESTERME T 120C T 4 h. TEREHELTIN d =12 mm MEET A, R
IEfRE BER . BRI DL O SETE T B A h b AT e i L, AT AR O IERRGE . R FRR
RRE. B BRI R R BRJETEE N HEAT 3 s H

2.3. HWEBERAE

FIH X FHEEATHH(DImax2500V, H AR =)0 BT PR 5 R AE, W Fl 10°~80°, 5°/min.
FIHZE S HBL(TEM, TECNAI G2 F20, Hillsboro, & )FRALGEMEE AL K L /R STHOGHLEE (X
(Mastersizer 3000, Malvern Instruments Limited, Malvern, 3% [E)ZRAEFE SR .

2.4. BALEMER FFRAE

KB B AR TBCE A (BTS-5V3A, HFHCE R AR, R, o ) ZEA7 062 78 5 R £ 22 1
AEI, M H RG] 1~2.5 Vs FIH RS TAESE(CHIL400, Bl RENERARAR, Lifg, E)
AT FLHBTA(EIS), WtE F 0.01~100000 Hz.

3. ZREITE
3.1 —IRBKEEXALE RIS

¥ —E 1) TiO,, LiCOs I & bE & T o /K LB FEEER BENL A AT BREE, 8 i o538 BR S 1 )
R EEB FUBREE R0, i OGN & 2 A G & R RIS o [ 2(a) A T8 1 URER BE B B VR B SRR
FE RLEERIE M, M F AT UE e, Bl BREE IS (A B 00, VR G RO RORLEE MR/, SRTIORG FE BH S 39
R FERS N2 500 mPars B, TR FOBHERL EE SCZMET G N, 1 BURGFE R I B — e FE R, ORI B
XA REERBENL A 32 20 B0 f1(Fn = mVAR, Fn ARERE O H1, VARERHEE, RACEBRIAIHE F12).
BEE M BB, AR AR /N, BB MBSO 1R, I HLBE NSRS 3G, O 2 [
PIREEGIR/N o [RIU,  HBURL 18] (R IR B 77 P BT 3 I EURSEESE . >4 Fn < Px B, ARG B0RL XOF IR A1 25
e, BHFEEBRAR R, Fn 28K, M Fn > Fx B, BIRMBURCE B k. Bk, S8l g 1E e n,
AT DL IEE 8 0  FR 0 URE 2 T ) P R A ORE A 5 o TR A OB RS BE FE I 7E 50 mPa-s B, JEURRRE
42 M\ 550 nm HLid FEAIS 3] ~50 nm A 75 30 min, I HLFE & I TG I0AE b A I EERBLG (A 1] 2(b)) s
AN R R i 1 BREE R o P DAEAE (it 1] 28 S okt FEE 0] BR B RO AT AR KA, 7 A v W R DL v 3k
BRI

3.2. TR, FUREEIXAERERBIR T MRS
41 URER BE J5 1 JEURL 4 BI#E 700°C . 750°CF1 800°C FHEAT Tk, LA 4l Ny s <, fRI5i (a4 4
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ho K =ZHFESEAT XRD 40#r, M 3 0] DUE H =R i #0522 it A AH B EK TR 2L (PDF#49-007) B RFAE
U, SR 700°C N FUGEHIFE & A KEM & LA MM TiO, (“e”, PDF#87-0710), HilAFBE IR EAE; ik
FETHEZE 800°CHY, T LAFE BB AL Y TiO, (“¢”, PDF#99-0008), H.(111)if fléA B & B2, 1t
4M(400) TH Fr U B 2 b (LL1) THI R0 s, VR BH S AHAE K i o U 750°C T IRE S i A B SR IR 2k 0, Tiiee
750°C. R 4 h ATLS BI5e B f A . hath, MK 3 ATLUE H, Tk 700°C Fi 800°C FIAE fh B AN P14,
KRR IR 45 A =, AFAE M BTk
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Figure 2. (a) The effect of the first ball milling time on the particle size and viscosity of the raw materials; (b) The effect of
ball milling time on particle size at a viscosity of <50 m Pa‘s
[ 2. (a) BRIKERSEIIIRARALRE . FERIFM; (b) $4E <50 mPa-s BBk EERT[EIXTHLEE HY 2200

=
= ~ s
5 Z 5 2
8 7 ~ 3
= 2 2 7=
= o
2 . 9 3 0¥ sooc
-g e A J N
750°C
JL ) l L N A k A
\ I A ﬂ \ 700C
[t ss
| | Li4Ti5012|:PDF#49—0207
N L 1 ] 1 Ll L
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

20(degree)

Figure 3. The XRD patterns of three intermediate products pre-sintered at t
700°C, 750°C and 800°C for 4 h
B 3. =4R#Mm4HI7E 700°C, 750°CHA 800°CHLE 4 h A XRD

AT H— BT T2, SEREE S R TE 750°C FARIRIR 2 hy 4 hy 6 h & 8 h Fi(TTiAE,
SRIEAGRE S X SR ATSAGHEAT A RAE, W 4. FikE 2 h EES S A /D BIN4A 4R TiO M, 44
IR ZEK S 4 h 2 6 h i, FESH LA S 290, Ui BHERRR B A B 5 s i 24 ORI (A E K 22 8 h i, 7
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BHARIZEM, (ERFR IR A BRRREEA, BLRAYE 750°C F TURE Hh 18] P~ P RE 5 O FF 5 B 1) 2R
e 2R . 2 2 RJEE Tk 2hy 4hy 6 h A 8 h PRI EER . WTLLE H, ARBEHTE R Dxso =50 nm, DXy
=19 nm, H7E 750°C FREAS I, FEAh BRI, H. Dxso 153 594~770 nm, Dxqoi% F) 147~190 nm,
A LA Hbe st Jo B R RORL 1 58 12~14 i, T AR A L BEEAT R BREE DAL A1 5, A R~F 5
5. ok, XLETike 4 hy 6 hy 8 h BUFES T UG A CRIE I R K, SR RSP RACOR . SR
SRR O RO kSR K, BT DA ) T8 B () ] DA ) i A O L 4t o br SR R T 2 R U, 2
AT . MTIUGE 2 h [BAF b B bU At A ZELRE ot RS, AT RE R 4K RHE i T 1 SR AE
FHORLE MR TR 2 B A .

Table 2. Particle size of raw material mixture (0 h) and pre-calcined intermediate productsat2 h,4h,6 hand 8 h
Fz 2. FERBESYI0h)RFAEE 2h, 4h, 6hF08h FPEZREKIE

TR (8] Oh 2h 4h 6h 8h
H7 5 Dxso (nM) 53 770 594 654 710
FE Dxgo (nM) 19 190 147 162 184

g :
~ - s ~
& T A 2 §~
~ — o T e
[ae] o o
L + L N & .Y
5‘ l
« 6h
S 1 l | 1 L A
c
- l
E (S S S
h S 2h
Li Ti5O,,:PDF#49-0207
| . ‘ I ey | . r | . ] 1 r i q
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
20(degree)
Figure 4. The XRD of the intermediate products pre-sintered at 750°C for
2h,4h,6h,8h

[& 4. £ 750°C 4 BI{RiE 2hy 4h. 6h F1 8 h BRAY+E =R XRD

3.3. RTKEEFTRIIRAARLFE AU M

N T RIEFE T URER BE X B SRR O 52, OKF 750°C R ERLE 4 h SRR PR R OCER R, BRER AR TE N
2000 r/min, EREEN N 2 h, KPRGRE 6] <50 mPa-s. 18 H Malvern S0OGHREEE 20 #r 4 23 E BR BE (0 min),
30 min, 60 min, 90 min, 120 min KL, WIS 3 fTam o 7558 IREREE 2 1T, AT LA 1| Dxso N 587 nm,
DxXyo A 110 nm. B BRSNS (8] B39 10, Dxso FI DXyo #ZHEIAL AN, 24 BRER I [8]3% 2] 120 7381, Dxso I8/
F 129 nm, Dx10 Jk/NE] 51 nm. [Htk, BTLASH 451, URERES T 200] LLAG RCHboks Hh 18] 7 5 1 dioin )R~
/A 50 nm, ARSI, R R AR .
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Table 3. Particle size of intermediate products at different second ball milling time, viscosity < 50 mPa-s

= 3. B RIKEERE <50 mPass T~ AN [E] Bk BB R (8] B KL E

BREE I H] (min) 0 30 60 90 120
HLFE Dxso (NM) 594 229 164 140 129
HLEE Dxg0 (NM) 147 87 71 60 51

3.4. Toukskim BE X B 8 SABR S aR AR B SO

T aE— P TUe R FE R KRB A AR B2, A4 TIUGE 4 h JeFiibe 6 h (R S AT —IRBREE 2 h J51E
BT AR, RIEET 350 4 he B AERIRAEFE & 73 73 LTO-4h-4h F1 LTO-6h-4h. 5] 5 NP 4H
Bt XRD B, MBI aT DUE H, Zobefa BORE i & A 58 B A S A BUERIREE , 100 B — R BE AN — ke 2
AR RTRER 1 i AH 58, (HJ2 LTO-4h-4h S H M/ B HIZAH, 7T B8R KBRS 1% it /D> SRR 45
IR . T LTO-6h-4h ] XRD B W JLFANE 2840, UEBISE & EE s, aAl AR B 45 Rtk
AT DATIE BF 3 B () Tl A ) T AH 25 B AR -

)

LTO-4h-4h

— (311)
e (400)
. (331)
(333)
(440)
(531)

*

Intensity(a.u)
B

J J 1 I_JL LTO-6h-4h

| | Li, TisO,,:PDF#49-0207
| . ] L .

n L]
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20(degree)

Figure 5. The XRD patterns of the final LTO-4h-4h and LTO-6h-4h
B 5. f&HFE S LTO-4h-4h fil LTO-6h-4h f) XRD K

K 6(a)F114 6(d)/& LTO-4h-4h F1 LTO-6h-4h f{] TEM &, BATTH LAE 2 'E A TR & BORLIR (I ERER 2, #5
Sy BRI AR 2 50 nm, 5 2 1T 48 SRR SE 43 504 100 nm A 140 nm, {E & LTO-6h-4h [ ki R ~F 54557,
TEARBEIENT. M LTO-4h-4h (1] 6(b))F1 LTO-6h-4h (1€ 6(e))) HRTEM K&+, 1R8I LTO-4h-4h [1]dh A
RIME T 2 0m RRIR)Z, EREE KIE LTO-6h-4h R THBIR)Z, RERIIRZ (R b
AM. BEA LTO-4h-4h (I THITAEE 9 d = 0.16 nm, 5 LiyTisOq, H(333) VLD, 1 LTO-6h-4h (1) & i 8] FE
A d=0.48 nm, Xt LigTisOqp FI(111)F1H . 1<l 6(c) A1 6(f) 7l /& LTO-4h-4h Fl LTO-6h-4h )ik X -+
TSPl WEATH A H AT DUE BB R TS 2R, XM LigTisOrp 1I(111), (311)F1(400)1H . fHZ, Kl 6(f)
AT ERLL I 6(c) T AIRT SR TETE T, B LTO-6h-4h ) 5 AR 45 K Lt LTO-4h-4h () 544 45 4 56 52 3
FATAT LA A0, 8 I AR B A 5 B e ] A R R IR B EL A /N IR R RS FH B S B I di A, [
Y& 3G N FUBI I T) ) DA e oK UKL () 285 b B2, e MR 45 W BE N AR o
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Figure 6. (a) TEM image of LTO-4h-4h; (b) HRTEM image of LTO-4h-4h; (c) electron
diffraction pattern of LTO-4h-4h; (d) TEM image of LTO-6h-4h; (¢) HRTEM image of
LTO-6h-4h; (f) electron diffraction pattern of LTO-6h-4h

[ 6. (a) LTO-4h-4h B TEM El{%; (b) LTO-4h-4h B HRTEM [Ef§; (c) LTO-4h-4h i
B F 17578 ; (d) LTO-6h-4h i TEM [El1& ; (e) LTO-6h-4h B9 HRTEM [El{& ; (f) LTO-6h-4h
BB FITSE

3.5. B{LFMEERIE

| 7 Jy LTO-8h Il LTO-4h-4h Kb AEREK], Hrh LTO-8h Jy— kil #& s, 1l LTO-4h-4h
NPARE & BIREM, 14 7(a) A EAE L C AR R TR LA =R, AIEH, LTO-4h-4h (A LA &
%% 152 mAh/g, 1 LTO-8h 1%y 102 mAh/g; & 7(b) NP EAE 0.1 C R NI IR L A E R, W
HH 155V HIBCRHE &, 11 LTO-4h-4h (LR G T 5E, o JOURH FU 2 & 00 sy o 38 I 28 i BE Al
XA LA H LTO-4h-4h ff S TIBH BT & Lk LTO-8h /Nl 7(c) Fin), F RN LTO-4h-4h [ i R~ B
BT LTO-8h (i sk R~F, RORIRFHRBR I SSA, IR ZE /NS B LiTiE s/, i Al
DU ORI SRR B A ri A MR . DAL, FRATPTDUR 2518, FERISE&ME T, PR Gl e s b —0
& RE i AL VR RE FE AR

100
b C —a—LTO-8h

160 44 w“ —0—LTO-4h-4h
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Figure 7. (a) Discharge cycling performance of two samples at rate of 1 C; (b) The first discharge-charge curve of two sam-
ples at 0.1 C; (c) The EIS curve of two samples

E7 (@ £1 CHEXT, MAMRNERKELSERE; (b) MAMRE0L CEXRTERTBLLERME; () &
ZHHEMmAY EIS BiZk
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T W TR R B 4 5 B AL 2 MR RE RS, B LTO-6h-4h Al LTO-4h-4h 3E47 HAL 22 MR RE AL,
8(a) AMHALFETTE 1 C 53R FRIBCE LA E R, "I FH, LTO-6h-4h (1% H b 25 & b LTO-4h-4h [1)0& =,
LTO-6h-4h 7E 1 C f% % T & JBUE L8 )y 156 mAh/g, ATl L4584 154 mAh/g, 40 G A &R F L
ik 98.8%, ] LTO-4h-4h 7£ 1 C %53 & UM L LA &4 154 mAh/g, Wi EE 25 &y 152 mAh/g, 40 {1
WG A BRI R ML S 98%. 5] 8(b) AMLHEEMAE 0.1 C 42N | VTR LL 2 B, PUALRE S 8 YR e
FEZs B 1IA 3] 168 mAh/g, i TARRRHE A IR LA 5 (175 mAh/g), UEUIPIALRE Al ks, (B2
LTO-6h-4h RIS & 56 56, 32 D A 45 i 2 e PR R R AL R iR A A vh iR s M s e . 11 8(c) M
HAFEMIE1C, 3C. 5C. 7C . 10 C FHIMHLEZERER], LTO-4h-4h F LTO-6h-4h [ HLLLAEAE 1 C
RN A Y, (AR SR, LTO-6h-4h [ L 28 520 L LTO-4h-4h /), EEJFH A& LTO-6h-4h
MRAETESS), FrA RS FITR A LFHZEAZ, i L-4h-4h KRR A S, B LITMITEBREAN
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