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Abstract

Ti02-QDs/Nb4sN5 nanoflowers were obtained by high-temperature nitriding Ti**-doped Nb;Os na-
noflowers prepared by hydrothermal synthesis method, using NbCls as a precursor. Based on the
effects of Ti**-doping amount, hydrothermal time, and nitriding temperature on the separation ef-
ficiency of photogenerated carriers, an optimized process for TiO2/NbsNs nanoflowers was con-
structed. When the condition of Ti**-doping amount was 1 wt%, and the hydrothermal time was 3
h, and the nitridation temperature was 800°C, the photocurrent density of the sample reached to
0.035 pA-cm-2, which was 2.5 times that of NbsNs nanoflowers (0.014 pA-cm-2). The separation
efficiency of charged carriers was improved significantly. Under simulated sunlight irradiation
of 500 W Xenon lamp, the photocatalytic overall water splitting into hydrogen activity of
TiOz/NbsN5 was 109.9 pmol-g-1-h-1, significantly higher than that of the unmodified NbsNs sample
(87.9 pmol-g-1-h-1). 2~3 nm Ti0:-QDs modification formed TiO:/Nb4Ns local hetero-structures,
which enhanced the light absorption capability from UV to entire visible region, promoted the ef-
ficient separation of charged carriers, and increased the specific surface area and mi-
cro-mesopores of 2~17 nm. The surface catalytic active sites were increased. All the above fac-
tors led to an enhanced photocatalytic activity for overall water-splitting into hydrogen under
simulated sunlight irradiation. This work lays an experimental technical foundation for further
developing high-performance NbsNs-based nanophotocatalysts.
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1. 518

LR, KERFETABUIT I K Stk Re K FHBE A= SO0 RE, B 72 R BH B e it
BARSR JAL G A BRRHR ety R PRI 5 G . RRUR AT Bk A A AR AL ol /. JURE S A A K = S SR i L
B RIBEDACR G J7 . ekt SRR SR TS . SRR, 5 THR, &6 KHRR
filsK = @I KR [1] [2]-

WEAESR, R A A R L B S B R AR MR A 2 R . A A AR NbyNs B
SrERE. A TEE . AN URAR T = S, & T RE A AR B S A R3]
[4]. —MRUBER, BILT =80 B = CHEAVE T 5644 o I e BRUCEC 1) 2 SR MR & 4 S S 4
R IR E o AR HL T A3 R0 B8 SO MR, A R m e A IE E . Ji SE[S]RINHIIN T NbaNs/TiO, 57 25
gk, RIS R NbyNs BRI (e AR B T B AR, 80 55 3 i IR A8 3 5 v] ok
WL, BREEEE 2 TG TR A, SRR TR RS - AT R T B SR e A R RE: T
REVEAPEFR 2 5 YA 4 iR K B 8 HEE 108,13 pmol-g -, 22840 Tio, 44K (12 umol-g *-h™)
17 8.5 fifo RIM, KT NbyNs HERPBHE S HE A0 SN A B TR B A2 o

AR K IE B R B, DR 170 BB AT R AR, @52 T TiO,-QDs/NbyNs 442K 4E
Ml & R T 2 R AR T F BOMAT 450 S MERERAE, WHFL T TiO,-QDs R IAEHiXT NbyNs F i
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WePERE . BT 0B ST R . LTSS AR AR KOK BH REDG AL A /K™ S S M RE S LA, R0 T
7 Ti0,-QDs/Nb,Ns JR g J5 £ 14 484 5 K BH B G AL A Ad K ™= S RO E FPLEE, itk — B R kg NbaNs
LA SR SO RHR SERE K A SL AR BOR S At

2. SCIOERSY
2.1, (FE5iRA

WF: NbCls (7r#74), Wir A e IEERAR: LBE(HTal), KETHEREREAERAR; ki
FR(sr#ral), SHBR(THTal), BER(H - 2l) Rig i BHE R AL S AA R A R s DS ER (o Hral), Rt
Ut 2= R A R AF .

X #%: B MXG1200-40S, EiFERATIMARAR]: AT 500 W, EiFIE SR FARA R X5
LEAT X Shimadzu XRD-6000, H A< &t #E4H 7 B8 Tecnai G°TF20, %[ FEI A
NOVA2000E U4 #EW %, 3¢ Quantachrome A ] AN AT W5 H6 6 BTt Shimadzu UV-2550, HAR
HATE]; CHIBB0E Hifh2E T AR, LiffREHPRAF; PerfectLightLabsolar-1AG 4= fif/K =4 EMHR R
gu, JERAIAEERE AR AF .

2.2. TiO,-QDs/Nb;sNs #HRTEBIFEHI & AL

2.2.1. Ti**-Nb,Os KL BB & RR

FFH KA B AR, B 0.2026 g NDCls F3 A Tit 45 44 (LA Ti/ND,Os i & Ei i) 43 114 0.5 wi%o- 1.0 wt%.
1.5wWt%- 2.0 wt%[¥] TiCl, B, AR pHE N 1, IBRA T HAM 87 20 min J5H# £ ZE 25 mL Y
BOMmRPZET, £ 160CHHIK#A2h, 3h, 486 h)5E, AHEER, SAEMKEE 3R, JiE, #
% 80CTH# 2h, 13 Ti"-NbOs #0kAE . REUFIFEf % FE, RN TiCL, BEER, HEFMEALE, HiE
Nb,Os 41KAE .

2.2.2. TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns ZAKIEHIFZHI & Ak
R RAARAR, BUERE 1.0 wt% Ti*"-Nb,Os 4KAE 4l TR K& h, a8 T, 7
50 mL-min Y& S F, 414 700°C. 750°C. 800°C. 850°C4%&4L 3h, #il1F TiO,-QDs/NbsNs 41K 4 .

3. /R5WiL
3.1. TiO,-QDs/Nb;Ns ZKIE I Fl & TZ /5%

3.1.1 BFEX Ti"-Nb,Os KEHR T2 BHENTN

1(2)A NbOs XA [l 57 & Ti*"-Nb,Os F S (1 e iRt 2 B 2k . FHIEITT 0L, 5 Nb,Os #IEL, Ti*'#3
24 SEPE O T IRE IR, DR Tiv B2t TREROCAE BT 5 08 X TivB a0 1.0 wid%H,
BEO IR K, 18 0.35 pA-em %y 4RI KB E, S ERE A TR T PR .
3.1.2. FKARERT Ti*-Nb,Os 4 HH F 5 BRI M

1(b) A% 160°C /K #HE a2 518 2 he 3h. 4 hy 6 h Hl45 A 1.0 wi% Ti**-Nb,Os £ i i1t FLIT 25 B i
2. BRI, Bl KGR R AE K, A 5 0 PR SR P N, 28 160°C /K FA 3 h il 4 F b A FRLA 58 B 5 K
AR B IR IR TS TA], S L IR R ST EAE, DRI e 7K AR RF 1] 3 s
3.1.3. BWHIBEXT TiO,-QDs/NbyNs F64E Bt F 43 B 3 A R2 A

£ 160°C/K#4 3 h {175 1.0 wit% Ti**-Nb,Os & Nb,Os Ff i, 43514 700C. 750°C. 800°C. 850°C4&lfk
3 h il £ ) TiO,-QDs/NbsNs £ 2 800°C %At 3 h il £ ) Nb,Ns A% i 56 Lyt 25 BEh Ze an /] 1(c) B e
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AW, BEEEAIRE TS, TiO,-QDs/NbyNs £ 5 16 IR BRI A, SJ%AEE N 800°CH, %k 3 h
FTRFE S IR R R ik, M TS EALIEE S 850°C AL 3 h HI73FE 5 156 R B B 0 B PRI, B &
T2 800°C AL 3 h il % 1) NbyNs #£ & 1 G LA, WU AL &AL IR E A 800°C .
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Figure 1. Photocurrent density curves of (a) Nb,Os and Ti**-Nb,Os with different doping amounts; (b) Ti**-Nb,Os prepared
at 160°C for different hydrothermal times; (c) TiO,-QDs/NbsNsobtained at different nitridation temperatures and NbyNs at
800°C

] 1. (a) Nb,Os RIS 2 & Ti**-Nb,Os; (b) £& 160°C ARk AT EHIHF Ti*"-Nb,Os ¥ ; (c) Ti**-Nb,Os ERE &I
B HIEH TiO-QDs/NbyNs K £2 800°C R AL HI A NbyNs HE S B B SR 25 8 ph 4k

3.2. TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns PRI T I Gr 0 14 BERAE

3.2.1. XRD X BET 434k

Nb,Ns F1 TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns # i f) XRD 144l 2(a)Bizs. w0, #E5 67T 35.92°, 41.66°. 60.19°, 72.06°
FIRFAEAT S8V )8 T NbgNs [11(211) (310). (312). (213)&%TH (JCPDS NO.51-1327) [3] [4] [5] [6] [7], iESEFE
i EA NDNs FHEZE K . KSR TiO FHIERTENIE, XM T TiYB44E L wi%, KT XRD HHrA R .

TV TiO,-QDs A& NbyNs 1 i 28 T 25 FHRF I (152, NbyNs AT TiO,-QDs/NbyNs ZKAENT N, W
ﬂﬁ — JIE PRSI 2 AALAR 3 AT i n ] 2(0) I 2(c)Fm. I 2(b) T, A 35 R om I A SR 26 Al H3

T JE I IR ST IEL RGN LA IR R FLEG s 5 NbyNs (17 m?-g AR LE, TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns
*ﬂﬁunaﬁ FLR A S, ik 27 m?.g . B 2(c)AT WL, TiO,- QDS B B AR RTE 2~17 nm 2 5]
PIREFL A FLIE 2, BN T FE LR AT P 2T R AR IS, BRI T e s e Tt
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Figure 2. (a) X-ray diffraction patterns; (b) N, adsorption-desorption isotherms and (c) Pore size distribution curves of
Nb;Ns and TiO,-QDs/NbyNs nanoflowers
2. NbyNs 1 TiO,/Nb,Ns 29K 1B (a) X STEATEIE; (D) N, WX - BRFIFELAN(c) FLIZNThrhLk

3.2.2. SEM 1 TEM 43#k

Nb,Ns Fl TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns £ i (1] SEM Fl TEM E1E W 3 fiion. FEl 3(a) & 3(b)5r 514 NbyNs Fl
TiO,-QDs/NbyNs ¥ 5 ) SEM EUE, o WAE i3 29UKAEIR, TiO,-QDs/NbyNs £ it 48 Jr R [ S E YN A
KIMBMN TiO, &1 55, 7T H TiO-QDs/NbyNs F ) HRTEM FEUZ (] 3(c))idk—BiEsk. &A%, dhiksk
LA EE N 0.250 nm, XF BT NbsNs(211) &1 (JCPDS NO.51-1327) [8], 44K Fridi & k& (81 FE A 0.247 nm fiT
2 80N L TiO,(103) A THI[9] » At A% 1H] £ A7 0.240 nm 1 0.247 nm fi7 5+ 25 205 JI %6t B TiO,(004) i i [10] [11]
AI(L03)dTHI[9], TERL TiO, & A5 R ~F 2108 2~3 nm, 45 H KW TiO, & s B 1E Nb,Ns % [ 7 B ik 7
JR 454 TiO,-QDs/NbyNs 4K AL .

3.2.3. DRS BH ARSI

Nb,Ns F1 TiO,-QDs/NbsNs £ it (1) UV-vis MISOG S W] 4() . AR, FEa M EL SN BRI 6IE Bl A
KRB B ARt B 5 ARAE NbyNs AHEL,  TiO,-QDs &1 7 NbyNs 2 [ 7 1 Jo 38 57 Jif 4544 »
A R TR OEIRISEE T, B TR R S TE K PHOG T B Ak A K = S A

K] 4(b)A NbyNs £l TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns P KAETE H REFEE A 264 T L i B h 2. BT, R
&) NbyNs (0.014 pA-cm ?)AHEL, TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns £ 5t it FLE 58 5 i 2 32 5, Ak 0.035 pA-em 2,
PR 7 21 NN FE 1) 2.5 3%, B TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns J& 18 57 7 45 44 (TR AR 2 1 6 A 30 1 3 B
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Figure 3. SEM images of (a) NbsNs and (b) TiO,-QDs/NbsNs, HRTEM image of (c) TiO,-QDs/NbsNs
3. (a) NbyN5 #(b) TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns 44K 1% SEM BB F (c) TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns 44K 189 HRTEM BB A
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Figure 4. (a) UV-vis absorption spectra; (b) Photocurrent density curves of NbsNsand TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns nanoflowers
[ 4. NbyNs F1 TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns 44K L B (a) UV-vis IRUCLIEE]; (b) SRR B Lk

3.3. KFEMtELEBK SR SHIE

7E 500 W AT BB BHYE BR S T, NbyNs Al TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns 45K 16 6 4k 4 i /K 7= 47 S8 v
Kl 5()FT. ERHUURBHCHRES T, RAE FAT AT B AL 70 J AR 75, TiO,-QDs/NDNs FF i 18 Ak 4> fi
KPS 109.9 pmol g h 7, B & 5T NbsNs (87.9 pmol-g *-h™): SRT, KEM =& 05 P EL i ik
T 2:1, WIRER ANV EMIEAE SR, A H 7 S A PR 1) 5 T RE 8 A K AR AR

M TIVBAEN 1LOW%HT, FEROCEMRERK, HelbKBiE, SEETCHRITRERK, ahE
FEHT TiO, B e R/, B2 Eid W nf W= E R E A, S EOCAER T 7 B R PR

N T Wi E TiO-QDs/NDNs 57 Jii 45 84 H 3 s o s AR R A7 B R e AR B FiE & 7 1), 1 S R A
Mott-Schottky fh£&3 %€ T NbyNs F1 TiO,-QDs/NbyNs 4N KA I ~F- AL (ER) . B 5(c) ] WL, FES7E
Mott-Schottky £V Xk 2 IIERIZE, VIR EA n B0 SARRHE; X n B S0k, 3L B AT
Mott-Schottky & 1114k 518 A bR HI 52 A5 5), NbyNs A1 TiO,-QDs/NbsNs KE 5 £ Ee 43 51l 9—0.90V Fl
—0.89 V vs.Ag/AgCI (0.096 V. 0.106 V vs. NHE at pH = 0). — K, n B2 G4 Ecp Lk Erg 5145 0.2
V, [ NbyNs Al TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns #£ i 1] Ecg 7351 9—0.104 V F1-0.094 V. K, HRHEFE I VB-XPS
HE(ILIE 5(d)), NbyNs F1 TiO,-QDs/NbyNs F: 5 IR 77 Eve 73518 1.212 V F1 1.264 V, BiH] TiO,-QDs &1
SRR 0 SR A T A
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Figure 5. (a) Photocatalytic activities for overall water splitting into H,and O,0fNbyNsand TiO,-QDs/NbyNs nanoflowers
under the simulated sunlight irradiation of 500 W Xe lamp; (b) Relative band alignments and photogenerated charge carrier
separation and transfer behavior in the TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns heterojunctions; (c) Mott-Schottky plots and (d) VVB-XPS spectra of
NbyNs and TiO,-QDs/NbyNs nanoflowers; (e) XPS spectra of Ti 2p in TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns; (f) XPS spectra of Nb 3d in Nb;Ns
and TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns5

5. (a) £ 500 W RATHEIUKPAS RS T NbyNs F1 TiO,-QDs/NbyNs HKFERI L £ fRK =S =R E S (D)
TiO,-QDs/NbyNs 5 Fr&5h BEH IR HEF FISE R HUR T 57 B FN4E 217 J9;NbyNs A0 TiO,-QDs/NbyNs Z4KFEH(c)
Mott-Schottky E]FA(d) VB-XPS i ; () TiO,-QDs/NbyNs 9 Ti 2p; (f) NbyNs Fa TiO,-QDs/NbyNs B9 Nb 3d XPS Fi&[E
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4. #hig

1) R Ti** LB 2K % 6 A i N, Os KAE , T2 mili A SEELF F N4 s D 1l 4 TiO,-QDs/NbyNs
geRAE, AT Z4MH N TI B 448N 1.0 wide, /KIEE N 3h, FALIEE A 800°C; TiO,-QDs/NbyNs 44k
TEHCH N 0.035 pA-em 2, IR 100 B AR F B AB M NbNs (0.014 pA-cm 2 2.5 1%,

2) TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns 1 it 3 fii AH 9 NbyNs, EGURIEIR, RN ARD OB Tio, &F £
2~3nm TiO, &7 ST NbyNs F 1, JEA Tio,-QDs/NbNs R 7 i 4549 . 5 NbyNs M EL(17 m*-g7Y),
TiO,-QDs & MiFE fh LR H ARG 25 27 m2.g™t, FLARAE 2~17 nm JE I A A FLEC R I B %, KRt £
RAEAIEVE ST . TiO,-QDs &1 5 EURE i A58 71 2 B AN i) W X S R e o W R4 e

3) TiO,-QDs/Nb,Ns F it AEAS AU A BH e B T e fii Ak A i /K = EE tEA 109.9 pmol-g *h™h, @i Tk
&4 f¥] NbyNs (87.9 pmol-g *-h™Y); S MEALIE M E5 VA K T TiO,-QDs &4 fE NbyNs i #5E T Ja ik 57 i 45
ARSI B n] WOCIRISCRE I3 58 AR IR TR A B AR SRR 3G 5, DL SR T 4 A
P32 SR =W FREA

E&InE
WA IR VR JTIVE K 200 50 A BB BT 2 4 5 5 000 H 35 B (HSDSSCX2021-33)
SEHk
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