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Abstract
The Singapore Mediation Convention has made significant reforms to the original international
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commercial mediation system, shifting the focus of regulation from mediation itself to the settle-
ment agreement, providing new standards for standardized settlement agreements and enhancing
their enforceability. The Convention establishes a direct execution mechanism for settlement agree-
ments, providing a legal basis for the execution of settlement agreements in contracting states,
and strengthening the speed and efficiency advantages of mediation as a dispute resolution method.
Compared to converting settlement agreements into mandatory legal documents through litigation or
arbitration procedures, our country’s international commercial mediation system adopts a judicial
confirmation procedure to implement settlement agreements and to connect with the Singapore
Mediation Convention, which is more feasible. Similar to the New York Convention, the Singapore
Mediation Convention also establishes a refusal of relief system. Although requiring contracting
states to review settlement agreements based on formal review principles, it also provides a de-
fense channel when parties have objections and respects contracting states’ considerations of
public policy, national interests, and social order.
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