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Abstract

According to Article 25 of the Administrative Litigation Law of the People’s Republic of China, the
plaintiff in an administrative lawsuit is qualified as the counterpart of the administrative act and
the citizens, legal persons or other organizations that have an interest in the administrative act. It
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can be seen from this that to determine whether a party has the qualifications to be a plaintiff in
an administrative lawsuit is to determine whether it is an “interested party” related to the admin-
istrative act. As for how to determine the “interest”, China has not yet formed a unified judgment
path, and based on the ambiguity of legal norms, it relies more on the judge’s subjective evidence
when determining the plaintiff’s qualification, and derives related judgment paths such as “actual
impact theory” and “causality theory”. In 2017, the Supreme People’s Court introduced the theory
of protection norms through the “Liu Guangming case”, and this paper analyzes the current situa-
tion of the application of the theory in China, and studies the problems and causes of the theory in
China, in order to find a suitable logic for the argumentation of the theory of protection norms ap-
plicable in China.
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