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Abstract

The development of economic globalization has led to the emergence of a large fleet of conveni-
ence flags by merchants in pursuit of greater interests. In order to attract overseas registered
ships to return to China for registration, China has implemented an international ship registration
system in regions such as Shanghai to support the development of China’s shipping industry. The
development of the shipping industry cannot be separated from the hard work of crew members.
However, in the flag of convenience system, the rights and basic living of crew members are diffi-
cult to protect. After implementing the international ship registration system in China, some as-
pects can be supplemented to protect the rights and interests of crew members registered outside
the country. Based on an overview of current scholars’ research on the international ship registra-
tion system and the protection of crew rights and interests, this article explores the difficulties in
protecting crew rights and interests under the current flag of convenience system, such as the in-
fringement of the rights to wages, rest and vacation, and repatriation to the country. This leads to
the need for China to supplement the protection of these rights and interests after implementing
the ship registration system, including compliance with the 2006 International Maritime Labour
Convention, application of Chinese law, reduction of crew rights protection costs, and ensuring
high-quality employment of domestic crew.
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