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Abstract

Objective: This study systematically synthesizes and organizes research on virtual reality (VR)
reading in China, exploring future research directions. Method: Employing a bibliometric analysis
method, the study focuses on relevant literature from the CNKI database spanning the years 2003
to 2023, the research provides insights into the growth trajectory, research hotspots, and trends
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in VR reading. Results: With the continuous development of technology and policy support, VR
technology exhibits a discernible upward trend in the field of reading. Research hotspots include
digital publishing, the metaverse, embodied reading, augmented reality. The research direction
predominantly centers on the specific applications of VR technology in the reading domain and the
investigation of readers’ actual reading experiences. The research trend indicates a focus on con-
tinually meeting personalized reading experiences and enhancing readers’ immersion.
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Figure 1. Annual publications of papers related to virtual reality reading
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Table 1. Top 5 authors with the highest publication frequencies in virtual reality reading research in China
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Figure 2. Author network map of virtual reality reading publications in China
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Table 2. Top 5 institutions with the highest publication frequencies in virtual reality reading research in China
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Figure 3. Institutional network map of virtual reality reading publications in China
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Table 3. High-frequency keywords for in virtual reality reading research in China
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence network map of virtual reality reading in China
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Table 4. Cluster analysis of keywords in virtual reality reading in China
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Figure 5. Cluster map of keywords in virtual reality reading in China
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