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Abstract

With the retrospection of the application of remote sensing technology in forestry practice over 20
years, the paper showed that our country’s application of remote sensing had turned from forest
investigation and classification to forest environment investigation, forest ecosystem health mon-
itoring, forest biophysical and biochemical parameter inversion, along with the development of
remote sensing technology and application. The paper predicted the future of our country’s fore-
stry remote sensing in the end. In the light of the mentioned above, the forest remote sensing
perspective of the 21st century in China was predicted. The author put forward to the main de-
veloping directions on forest remote sensing of the next century in China, 1) to include all kinds of
new technology and form new technology system and join up with international; 2) to study the
macroscopic conditions and functions through utilizing the superiority of the remote sensing; 3)
to integrate with the forest management.
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