World Literature Studies 5022 T, 2014, 2, 8-13 Hans XM
Published Online March 2014 in Hans. http://www.hanspub.org/journal/wls

http://dx.doi.org/10.12677/wls.2014.21002

Comparison between “Cold Night” and “The
Death of a Small Civil Servant”

Yujun Zhuo

School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing
Email: yujunsnow@gmail.com

Received: Jan. 15”‘, 2014; revised: Jan. 22”d, 2014; accepted: Feb. 7th, 2014

Copyright © 2014 by author and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Abstract

This paper mainly discusses two famous novels. One is Chinese novelist—Ba Jin’s novel called “Cold
Night”; the other is a novel written by Anton Chekhov, named “The Death of Small Civil Servant”.
These two novels are of great importance in the history of realistic literature. The famous modern
Chinese writer Ba Jin created the long novel “Cold Night” in 1940s, during the period of an-
ti-Japanese war. As the author said, “Cold Night” is written for “nobody”, who is struggling in pover-
ty. Ba Jin’s writing style changed from the passive one which is full of energy to the society, to a new
one, that is, more realistic, negative but tells the tragedy of poor people. This shift seems to follow
the Russian outstanding realistic writer—Anton Chekhov’s stlye. According to the Chekhov short
story “The Death of Small Civil Servants”, we find many things in common between the two fabulous
novels. In this paper, the author will make a comparative analysis of the two novels, and will also
demonstrate the similarities and differences between these two novels and the two great writers.
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