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Abstract

Oscar Wilde is one of the greatest British writers and artists of the 19t century and a representa-
tive of aestheticism. He has an enduring influence on drama, fairy tales and novels. Particularly
The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde’s only long novel, has a profound impact. The novel tells
the story of an innocent and perfect looking young aristocrat, Dorian Gray, who sells his soul for
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eternal youth. Then he degenerates step by step and finally destroys himself. Dorian Gray suffers
from the torment of morality and desire, inner conflict and struggle in this process. Therefore, this
paper is an attempt to analyze the process of Dorian Gray’s degeneration from the perspective of
Ethical Literary Criticism, analyzing ethical environment, ethical confusion and ethical choice, and
revealing how he awakens and gets relief.
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