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Abstract

Akutagawa Ryuyuki’s short story “Rashomon” published in 1915 caused a huge sensation and
played an important role in the history of Japanese literature. Akutagawa Ryunosuke skillfully
used the technique of borrowing the past and satirizing the present, and used sharp brushstrokes
to describe the complexity of human nature in the harsh real environment, which has profound
practical significance. This article explores the beauty and ugliness contained in human nature in
the real environment by analyzing the narrative structure and imagery of beauty and ugliness in
the novel.
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